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Comberton ContaCt team
Editor & Designer  Anne Horler 20 Green End   01223 264683 
 email: editor@combertoncontact org uk
Treasurer Liz Sexton 20 Barrons Way   01223 263786 
Advertising email to: editor@combertoncontact org uk
Distribution Jenny Brown 91 Barton Road   01223 262495
Please send all articles to Anne at the above address, or by email in plain or rich text 



advertising rates for Comberton ContaCt 
from 1st June 2009

Changes will be effective at the time of booking or re-booking advertisements 
 Size (w x h) Annual Single Edition
Whole Page 122mm x 183mm £400 £44
Three-fifths Page 122mm x 109mm  £240 £27
Two-fifths Page 122mm x 72mm £160 £18
One-fifth Page  122mm x 35mm  £  80  £  9 
  60mm x 72mm £  80 £  9
One-tenth Page  60mm x 35mm £  50  £  6
Coloured back cover (one-off) Whole page £88 Half page £44 
  Quarter page £22

dates for your diary
Every Tuesday    Comberton Café at the Village Hall
Every Tuesday    Table Tennis in Village Hall
Every Tuesday   2 00pm Slow ‘n’ Low in Village Hall
Every Wednesday 10 00 to 11 30 Comberton Toddler Group at Village Hall
Every Wednesday evening  Tang Soo Do at Meridian School
1st and 3rd Sunday of each month S E F at Comberton Baptist Church  
Every Tuesday    Young Enterprise after school at Meridian School
1st 2nd and 4th Monday Evenings at 7 00pm  Carpet Bowls at Village Hall 
4th Tuesday of each month at 8 00pm Comberton Antiquarian Society at Village Hall

June 2010
4th June  10 30 to 12 00 Talk at the Library
5th June    Comberton & Gardens visit to RHS Wisley 
5th June 7 00pm Auction of Promises
8th June  7 45pm  WI meeting in Village Hall 
9th June 7 30pm Parish Council Meeting in Village Hall
12th June 12 00 to 2 00 Summer Fayre at Madingley School
13th June,  11:00 to 5:00 Countryside Sunday
16th June 7 30pm Film: Young Victoria at the Village Hall
18th June   Meridian Bag2School
19th June 2 00 - 5 00pm Meridian Fete at the Meridian School
19th June 7 00pm Cambridgeshire Choral Society at Leisure Centre

July 2010
2nd July 10 30-12 00 Library - Creative Writing, Career Changes and Murder 
2nd & 3rd 7 30pm Comberton Players Witness for the Prosecution
10th & 11th July    Monday Studio
21st July 7 30pm  Film: Julie & Julia at the Vullage Hall 
23rd July    Village Hall Annual Supper
28th July  10am-12pm Butterfly and Moth Morning

august 2010
6th August,  8:00 – 10:00pm An Evening with Batman & Robin

september 2010
12th September    Bridge the Gap Charity Walk



a message from the editor
The Comberton Contact small adverts website is up and ready to run. You can 
now send your free adverts to editor@combertoncontact.org.uk in Word format 
with or without a picture. Fuller details as to how to set up your adverts can 
be found on the website: www.combertoncontact.org.uk.  I am very grateful to 
Richard Ellerary who helped me to overcome the technical difficulties I encoun-
tered in setting up the website. I do hope that you will find this a useful extra 
facility for the village and feel that you want to use it. Adverts will be posted for 
one month. If you wish to run your advert for another month you will need to 
tell me so by email before the deadline. Let’s hope this new venture is successful 
and good luck to all who sail in her. Our back covers are taken until September. 
If anyone knows of someone who would like advertising space in colour on the 
back cover in the Autumn, please pass the news on to them.

   

 


 

Doors open 7.30 
Film starts 7.45 

Tickets cost £3.50 
 On the door 

For further information contact Ivan Brown Tel: 262407 & Sandra Hyde Tel: 262075 
 

These events are sponsored by Comberton Village Hall Trustees 




12A           Wednesday 16th June 
 

JULIE & JULIA 
 

Starring  MERYL STREEP 

12A        Wednesday 21st July 

 



ROTHWELLS
CARPET CLEANING
The most thorough cleaning achievable

Local family firm
Established 1993

We lift and move all furniture
Only pay if & when satisfied - no quibble
For a firm, fair and fully inclusive price

Phone Max Campbell

01223 832 928
07711 675 613

If you use us, you’ll recommend us!

RON GLASBY
PAINTER & DECORATOR

FIRST CLASS WORK
GOOD RATES - FREE ESTIMATES

01223 246859

FAST, EFFECTIVE AND  
SAFE CONTROL OF 

EVERY PEST PROBLEM  
IN DOMESTIC,  

COMMERCIAL AND 
 AGRICULTURAL 

PREMISES

(01223) 264999
4 Fox’s Way, Comberton, Cambs CB23 7DL

QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST
Mr Leonard Kirkby MSSCh MBCha

Registered Member of the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
All instruments autoclaved

Mobile: 0787 098 3347
Home: 01480 451493

 
 

 

 

Susan Krueger BSc.MACh.Pod 
HPC Registration Number CH18476 

01223 207859 

 

  Chiropodist 
A full chiropody service - in 
your own home  - nail care, 
removal of corns and hard 
skin and verruca treatment. 

FRAMING TALENT
Professional friendly

quality picture
FRAMING

and mount cutting service
also

Frame Restoration

Telephone: 01954 210154  
to discuss  

your requirements

SUSIE JACQUES
33 ELLISON LANE  HARDWICK  

Interior Decor



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 














 


 



 

Geoff Wilson
Carpentry & Joinery Ltd

Domestic & Commercial Property Repairs 
and Maintenance
Comberton, Cambs

Tel/Fax:  01223 262698
Mobile:   07806 491059

       www.geoffwilsoncarpentryandjoineryltd.co.uk

 

Trousers too long? Skirts too tight? 

 

Small alterations undertaken 

incl. headings and hems for curtains, 

nets and voile. 

 

Call Heidi Crockford on 01223 263008 

Plumbing

Ian Stonebridge
Your local plumber

tel: 263586 / mob: 07866 278497



COMBERTON TENNIS CLUB
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME (AND WANTED!)

You won’t find Andy Murray or the Williams sisters at Comberton ten-
nis club but what you will find is ONE OF THE BEST EQUIPPED AND 
FRIENDLIEST TENNIS CLUBS IN THE CAMBRIDGE AREA, including:

FOUR•	  first rate LTA funded courts with floodlights
Plus a further •	 FOUR courts for busy sessions
Regular club mix-ins on Saturday mornings and Wednesday eve-•	
nings for players of all standards
Free access to courts for private use (subject to Club rules)•	
An enthusiastic •	 ladies section who play on Thursday evenings and 
Sunday afternoons
Friendly •	 men’s section with wide range of standard and ages
Competitive tennis•	  for those who want it, as there are men’s, la-
dies and mixed teams entered into the Cambs or Business House 
Leagues
Tennis throughout the year including some winter indoor sessions •	
at Hills Road
Coaching (by arrangement and subject to additional fees)•	
Changing and shower facilities at CB3•	
Very reasonable membership fees with concessions and a monthly •	
payment scheme

So much in one place, but above all, you will find a welcoming and sociable 
club that is committed to making tennis fun for the whole community.  
If interested, please come along to one of our club sessions, courts at 
Comberton Village College or drop us an email at andyweise@btinter-
net.com or telephone Andy Weise on 01223 263219 or Tamryn Saby on 
07910027984 to find out more. You won’t regret it!

VILLAGE CAFÉ at the VILLAGE HALL
Open every Tuesday 

10 30 -  12 noon

Meet up with friends or make  new ones  

Families welcome!

Coffee/Tea/Squash

Hope to see you there soon 



ALOE VERA
Discover the benefits of Aloe Vera with Forever Living Products 
- the world’s largest and best grower of Aloe Vera.  An extensive 
range from Health Drinks to Skincare products with a 60-day  ‘sat-
isfaction or your money back’ guarantee. Millions of delighted 
customers - humans and animals. For more details, literature and 
free sample sachets, please telephone Mary Benwell, your  local 

Independent Distributor of FLP    on 01223 870743

Nails & Beauty by 
Allison

One to One treatments,

Tranquil setting in Hardwick 

Gel Nails, Waxing, Make up, 

etc
01954 211094 / 07753 211384

www nailsandbeautybyallison co uk

Heating Oil?
Are you paying too much?

Ring me before you buy
Deliveries direct to you

by national / local suppliers

Jeremy Cole (01954) 719452

MERCER TREE 
SERVICES

Professional Arboricultural 
Contractors

01799 520044

£5 million Public Liability Insur-
ance

NPTC Qualified
Members of AA and FCA

Seasoned logs and woodchip



Cambridgeshire Choral soCiety

‘Summer Serenade’

A concert of music for 
a summer evening

Directed by Andrew Parnell 
Accompanist  Tim Isted

Saturday 19th June  7.00p.m.

Comberton Leisure Performance Hall
with choirs from Bourn and Fowlmere 

Primary Schools

Tickets price £10.00 (children free)
including sparkling wine and canapes

from Sue Allin 01223 262990
Anthony Gathercole, a young leader with Comberton 
Scouts and an explorer scout with the Hardwick unit, has 
been selected to go on the 22nd World Scout Jamboree 
in Sweden in 2011.
 For part of his fund-raising he has arranged to do

       An Auction of Promises 
on 5th June at 7 00p m 

     at Comberton Village Hall
 Some of the promises so far (some can keep the chil-
dren occupied over the holidays)  bowling at Strikes 
at Ely, a family ticket to Nene Valley Railway, tickets to 
Duxford Imperial War Museum, or even a homemade 
cake or two.

Free admission 
Soft drinks will be available and there will be a raffle.



Madingley Pre-Preparatory School
Madingley, Cambridge. CB23 8AH

- happy, safe environment for
for 3 to 7-year-olds;;

- excellent adult/pupil ratio;
- highly qualified staff;
- French & Music specialists;
- excellent Ofsted reports;
- after school activities;
- beautiful rural location;
- easy access from wide area;
- early registration advised.

EVERY DAY IS AN OPEN DAY
www.madingleyschool.co.uk

01954 210309 for an appointment to visit.

St Mary’s
C A M B R I D G E

I N D E P E N D E N T  C AT H O L I C  DAY  A N D  B OA R D I N G
S C H O O L  F O R  G I R L S  AG E D  4 -18  •  A L L  FA I T H S  
W E L C O M E  •  4 5  M I N U T E S  F R O M  L O N D O N  
I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  B E A U T I F U L  C A M B R I D G E

ST MARY’S JUNIOR SCHOOL No 2 Brookside  Cambridge CB2 1JE   Tel: 01223 311666
Email: juniorschool@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

ST MARY’S SENIOR SCHOOL Bateman Street  Cambridge CB2 1LY   Tel: 01223 353253
Email: registrar@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

B E C A U S E  T H E R E ’ S  N O T H I N G  
G I R L S  C A N ’ T  D O .

www.stmaryscambridge.co.uk
Rooted in tradition but forward-thinking, 

St Mary’s was built on the vision of a 17th-
century woman who had the audacity to 
believe that girls could do anything. We couldn’t
agree more. 

For more than 100 years, St Mary’s has
been helping girls build the confidence they
need to thrive. We focus on the whole girl –
giving her the solid foundation she needs to 
successfully navigate today’s rapidly changing
global landscape.

From academic and extra-curricular activities,
to leadership building and charity work, St Mary’s
celebrates the individual, challenges the mind
and ignites the spirit. 



 

 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 

  
 
 

After a gap of several     RELAX WITH A 
months, we now have a     CLASSIC FILM 
selection of DVDs at  
Comberton Library 
including a special  
‘Classic Film Collection’. 
 
This is a service we are  
delighted to be able to offer  
again but its continuation 
will depend on how well it                  FROM COMBERTON 
is used so ……….      LIBRARY! 
       

 
Coming up in July, ENGAGE IN THE MORNING, 

 
Local Author, Donna McCluskie will be talking on, 

 
‘Creative Writing, Career Changes and Murder’ 

 
2nd July 10.30 – 12 with Tea/Coffee and Biscuits. 

 
All this as well as a whole range of fiction, non-fiction, children’s and 
adults’ books, talking books, internet access, photocopying, faxing 
and printing facilities.  

 
Comberton Library Opening Times: 
 

Monday and Friday 2pm – 7pm  Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday Closed 
Wednesday 10am – 1pm, 2pm – 5pm  Saturday 10am – 1pm 



D J  Downes
Accountancy  
& Taxation

Small Business Specialist
Individuals, partnerships,  

limited companies,  
self-assessment, accounts, VAT

For a no-obligation, free initial 
interview call
01223 872722Financial and Legal Services

Cambridge dial-a-ride
  Cambridge Dial-a-Ride is a non profit organisation supporting those  
  who have difficulty accessing public transport. 
  Every Tuesday we offer transport to our members in Comberton   
  Depart 10 00 and return 14 00  For further information ring:   
  01223 506335 cambridgedar05@hotmail co uk     



 Barton Playgroup 

An excellent pre-school experience for little people 

Sessions available: Mon – Fri, 9:15am to 1:00pm  

For further details 

contact: Carrie Cope 

01799 531751 / 07762 487650 
 

   

“children are happy, confident and enjoy their time”  

 

  “expertly support young children’s learning” 

  

  “very strong sense of belonging”  

 

(Ofsted Report 2008)  


Cambridge Road, Madingley

Annual Summer 
Fayre 

 
Saturday 12th June ~ 10.00 am to 2.00 pm 

At the School 
 

Lunches and Teas, Plants, Cakes, Grand Raffle, Bric-a-Brac, 
Nearly New Clothes, Tombola, Books, Toys, Games, etc. 

 
 



 

 

Jefferys, Houghton & Co 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

 
The Commercial Centre 

6 Green End, Comberton, Cambridge CB23 7DY 

Tel: Cambridge (01223) 262128 Fax (01223) 262287 

 

E-Mail: jennifer@jefferys-houghton.freeserve.co.uk 

Website:www.jefferys-houghton.co.uk 

 
For all your accountancy needs, including accounts preparation for sole 

traders, partnerships and small companies, 

personal, business, company taxation and full payroll service. 

 

Fax and photocopying facilities also available 

 
Business Hours 

 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am -1:00pm  2:00pm – 5:00pm 

15 High Street Cambourne
Cambridge CB23 6JX Tel 01954 719990

Mon-Wed 9am-6pm Thurs-Fri 9am-6:30pm
Sat 9am-3pm

Head Office Administration Centre
PO Box 232 51 Newmarket Road Cambridge CB5 8FF

Tel 0845 601 3344 www.cambridgebs.co.uk

Customer Hotline Tel 0845 601 3344
Mon-Fri 9am-10pm Sat 9am-6pm

Sun 11am-5pm

Expertise on
your doorstep

Time to keep your money close to home



           parish CounCil report
                               from the Clerk

The Parish Council met on Wednesday 12 May 2010
Annual Business
The first business at any Annual Meeting is the election of Chairman and 
Chris Westgarth was re-appointed Chairman. Janet McCabe was re-appointed 
the Vice- Chairman. 
In addition the Parish Council has one Committee and also several working 
groups to research and monitor certain areas or projects and these currently 
include (Convenors’ names in brackets)
The Tree Group (Robert Cook)
The Affordable Housing Working Group (Janet McCabe)
The Recreation Ground Working Group (Ted Halford)
The Focus Group (Andrew Hollick)
The Transport Working Group (Tom Serby)
Flooding Issues, Watercourses and Ditches Group (Andrew Hollick)
For a copy of the committee’s or working groups’ terms of reference please con-
tact the Clerk or the Convenor. Other areas of responsibility were allocated to 
other members.
Policies including the Council’s standing orders were reviewed and a the new 
model standing orders adopted after it had been tailored to meet Comberton 
Parish Council’s requirements.
Recreation Ground
Roger Abraham who helps manage the recreation ground and bookings has 
discovered a water leak and emergency work is to be put in hand.
The arrangements for the long term management of the recreation ground will 
be an agenda item for the next meeting along with a proposal for all inclusive 
lettings fee.
Herringland Charity Trustee Appointment
Every four years the Parish Council appoints the trustees to the Charity as it did 
at this meeting.
Comberton Village Institute Trustee Appointment
Sandra Hyde and Andrew Hollick were re-appointed to the Charity.
Grass verge in Green End by the Doctors
The wooden posts and the verge along a stretch of verge in Green End are badly 
eroded and the County Council will be asked to attend to this. In addition the 
Transport Working Group will also be asked to bring a recommendation to the 
next meeting. 
Parish Council – Councillor Vacancy
Comberton Parish Council still has a member vacancy and invites any parish-
ioner who would like to serve on the Parish Council to write to or email the 
Clerk. The Parish Council hope to fill the vacancy at the earliest opportunity.





S137 Donation applications
The Council awarded the following donations at its meeting:

St Mary’s Church (churchyard upkeep) £750, 
Comberton Brownies (towards transport costs for an event in the sum-
mer) £50, 
Comberton Scouts (Fireworks display) £300, 
Cambs County Council (Summer Reading Challenge) £40

As in previous years these beneficiaries will be invited to the next Annual Par-
ish Council to report on how the money was specifically spent.
The Council thanks all the other groups and organisations who also applied 
and who weren’t successful on this occasion.
Overhanging hedges & trees
A plea goes out to all residents adjacent to a road to check for any overhanging 
trees or hedging that might make it difficult for other residents to walk along the 
pavement or restrict drivers’ visibility  Thank you  
Parish Council members contact details
Miss Chris Westgarth (Chairman) 85 Barton Road 263242
Dr Janet McCabe (Vice-Chairman) 3 Westcroft 263387

Miss Amanda Bacon Arial View, 92B Swaynes Lane 264711
Mr John Cornell 16 Barrons Way 263566
Mr Ted Halford 69 Swaynes Lane 262531
Mr Andrew Hollick 73 Swaynes Lane 263089
Mrs Sandra Hyde 57 Long Road 262075
Mr Simon Moffat 86 Swaynes Lane
Mrs Dorothy Morison 5 The Valley 263027
Mr Richard Rowlands 43 West Street 264508
Mr Tom Serby Home Farm, 250 Barton Road 262303
Mr Jock Walsh 38 Fox’s Way 263225

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 9 June 2010 at 7.30pm 
in the Village Hall.  All parishioners are invited to attend the meeting and the 
first ten minutes or so is open to residents to ask questions or make comments 
and observations on Comberton matters or on items on the agenda. If the matter 
is or has already been under discussion a response may be given at the meeting 
otherwise the matter will be tabled for fuller discussion at the next or a future 
meeting.

  the parish ChurCh of st. mary, 
 Comberton
Priest-in-Charge of St Mary’s, Comberton, St Andrew’s, Toft 
and Caldecote with Childerley: Revd. Michael Booker tel: 01223 260095 



Peter Oakes
Tree Surgery

Providing qualified, experienced 

and friendly staff 

for all aspects of tree surgery work.

Supplier of logs, wood chips 

and fencing materials.

Hedge trimming and fencing work 

also undertaken.

Tel: 01954 214510

email: oakestreesurgery@aol.com

OPTOMETRIST
D.J.Ireland, 2 Ivy Field, Barton

Sight Testing, Contact Lenses 
Wide Range of Frames

For an appointment phone 263117

Piano
Teacher

also Aural & Theory
primary - to - adult

Has a few vacancies 
from

September due to 
pupils

leaving for
University.

 01223 262433

www.interproj.org/music



            www.combertonchurch.co.uk
Churchwardens Mr M.R. Evans  82 Green End    Tel 263215 
   Mrs M Jenkins 80 West Street   Tel 263751
Please contact Mike Booker about arrangements for Baptisms, Funerals, 
Weddings and the readings of Banns.

Services and Events at St Mary’s in June
Sunday 6th 8.00am  Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at St Mary’s
  9.30am  Holy Communion: God’s Call
Sunday 13th 8.30am   Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at 
     St Andrew’s Toft
  9.30am  Holy Communion: Springs of Living Water
Sunday 20th 8.00am  Holy Communion (Prayer Book) at St Mary’s
  9.30am Morning Prayer: Stewardship - Giving in  
   God’s Service
Sunday 27th 9.30am  Holy Communion: Different people, 
   Different Gifts
  3.30pm Last Sunday Special
In June and July our sermons on Sunday mornings will be looking at 
gifts, givingand serving. We will be remembering just how much God 
has given us, thinking what He calls us to give, and how He lots for 
us to use the gifts we each have.

St Mary’s Church building is open all day every weekend, not only when 
there are services. Please feel free to come in at any time, to sit, pray, 
think or simply enjoy the quiet.
If you receive your copy of Contact before the end of May, don’t 
miss the visit of Ridley Hall Gospel Choir to St Mary’s at 7.30pm on 
Saturday May 29th

the CatholiC ChurCh of our lady and the 
english martyrs

Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 1JR 01223 350787
The Catholic Church of Our Lady and the English Martyrs (OLEM) serves 
much of the south and west of Cambridge.  
Detailed below are the normal times of masses at weekends
Sunday Vigil Mass on Saturday evening:-
  5.00 pm Cambourne (In the new church)
  6.00 pm Bar Hill
  6.00 pm OLEM
Sunday Masses at OLEM
  8.00 am
  9.30 am (Children’s)
  10.45 am (Sung)



Open Mon-Fri
12 to 2.30 (except 
Tuesday) & 6 to 

11.00
All day Saturday 

and Sunday

Hot & Cold Bar 
Meals
Lunchtime 12 To 2.30
Evenings 6 To 8.30
Roast Dinners Served 
Daily
No Food Served On
Tuesday and Sunday 
Evenings CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

EXCEPT AMEX & DINERS CARD

COLIN AND LINDSAY BOURNE
Welcome You To

The Three Horseshoes
South Street, 
Comberton

tel: (01223) 262252
Real Ales

Games Room
Large Beer Garden

Children’s Play Area
Friendly Atmosphere

Children Welcome
Booster Baby Seats Available

Now With Free Internet Ac-



  12.15 pm (Polish)
  5.00 pm (Folk)
  6.15 pm (Latin)
Tuesday 29th June is the Feast of St Peter & St Paul. There will be a 7.30 pm 
mass at OLEM.
Further details of these and all other services for June for the entire parish 
including Sawston may be found on the parish website which also has the 
weekly newssheet and other parish information.  www.olem.org.uk 

news from the meridian primary sChool

Opportunity - Creativity - Challenge
 Excellence for All

   

This month I wanted to tell you about some of the things which we believe 
make our school special. In our front entrance at the moment we have a large 
display headed ‘Shakespeare School’. This is because we have been working 
this year on using Shakespeare in the curriculum across the whole school. Our 
youngest children listen to Shakespeare’s stories and perhaps write simple sen-
tences to describe their own illustrations of them, while older children begin to 
grapple with themes and language. Some of the drama and written work which 
has resulted has been very impressive. Next year we hope to extend this aspect 
of the children’s learning and integrate it fully into the curriculum so that we 
truly are a ‘Shakespeare School’!
Another focus this year has been the development of our outside areas. As you 
may be aware, learning outside the class room is a real focus in education now. 
We are very lucky that our school is already in a lovely setting and we are 
spending time, energy (and money!) enhancing that. Our Habitats Garden has, 
as you may know, been created in a derelict walled area with the help of a lot-
tery grant. The basic structure is now there and we intend to fill it with a variety 
of habitats to attract wildlife – meadow flowers, wet-loving plants, dry loving 
plants, climbing plants, log piles, nesting boxes, insect homes etc.etc. It will 
have several uses – to support learning about a wide range of living things, to 
be a quiet, restful area in which to read a book or chat to a friend at playtime, 
and to be a resource for the whole community. We intend to have a proper 
opening ceremony in September and hope that as many of you as possible will 
be able to come. 
We have also been developing our Foundation Stage outdoor area (a learning 
facility for the very youngest children in Reception), extending it and including 
a mini-allotment, for example. The Key Stage 1 (infant) playground is also get-
ting a facelift courtesy of our active and committed PTA. 
One very important part of the ethos of our school is ‘Meridian Manners’. Even 
the very youngest children know that we value good manners highly here. 



 

 
 

Your local Solicitors offering a client focused value 
for money service 

 

We provide a wide range of legal services tailored to 
our clients needs. 

 

Call or email us on  
Tel: 01223 263549 

 
Conveyancing/residential or commercial:- 

Email: tspilsbury@irenaspence.co.uk 
 

Probate/Wills/Powers of Attorney:- 
Email: poneil@irenaspence.co.uk 

 
For : Litigation, Family and child care issues, Personal Injury and 

Employment law email: mail@irenaspence.co.uk   
 

5 Green End, Comberton, Cambridge, CB23 7DY 
Free Parking/Disabled Access 

 
Also at 

68-70 Castle Street, Cambridge CB3 0AJ 
Cambridge (01223) 713300 

www.irenaspence.co.uk 
 



Children routinely greet adults with a ‘Good morning’ or ‘Good afternoon’, or 
you might get a little wave or a ‘hello’. They hold open doors and say ‘please’ 
and ‘thank you’, they stand back to let people through – and not just for the 
benefit of adults, for each other too! 
Prospective parents when they visit our school often comment on the high 
standards of behaviour of our children. They also sometimes ask why they 
should send their child to Meridian. I always give the same answer: because I 
can go into any classroom or outdoor area at any time of the day and know that 
I will find the children purposefully engaged in learning. That learning may be 
going on in groups, pairs, as a whole class or individually; it may be lively and 
spirited or calm and focused; but it will always be controlled, meaningful and 
to good purpose.We are very proud of how our school is developing and hope 
that you are too.     Glennis Virgo  Headteacher

spring Celebration
remembering brian and margaret Cook by Comberton 

Cantabile 
~ a review 

On Friday 14th May the Village Hall was packed for this very special concert.
Brian and Margaret Cook’s daughter Rachel Good and Samira Tabraue played 
a wide variety of music from flowing Fauré  to remind us of the Cook’s mem-
bership of the Twinning association and friendship with the French to dramat-
ic and sparkling Czardas by Monti which showed off her technical virtuosity. 
Her playing was much enjoyed by everyone and was a fitting tribute to the 
Cook’s who must have been very proud of their daughter’s musical accom-
plishments. Rachel’s son James Good charmed the audience with his humour, 
honesty and talent for playing the French horn, Nocturno op. 7 by Franz 
Strauss. He also revealed his desire to become a jazz trumpeter and mentioned 
his grandparents love of Jazz. 
The choir was also on very good form-: 
Madrigals at the start conveyed the poignancy of ‘Weep o mine eyes’ and the 
lighted hearted fun of the Sweet Suffolk owls with all its too-wit a woos. 
Reminders of the Cook’s admiration for Margaret Sutherland were heard in a 
beautifully blended ‘Blow the wind Southerly’ by the ladies voices. 
In ‘Dance to your Daddy’ the men excelled themselves with a buoyant rendition 
of this Newcastle folksong and in this song and the French ‘Il est bel et bon’ by 
Passereau the choir’s diction and ensemble was excellent. 
The lighter second half reflected the Cook’s love of Gilbert and Sullivan (a new 
venture for Brenda) and The three Little Maids from school (Avril Taylor, Joan 
Mead and Clare Tunstall) dressed in their school uniform’s (complete with 
hockey sticks), thrilled the audience with their interpretation of this song. 
The Modern Major General (Richard Winski) looking very dapper impressed 
the audience with many cheerful facts about the square of the hypotenuse.(!) 
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For a sympathetic and sensitive approach to the most emotional of legal 
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Manicures £22
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Brian McCabe’s excellent rendition of the slightly amended topical version of 
‘When all night long’ was ‘either a little Liberal or else a little Conservative!’ 
In ‘When I was a lad’ from HMS Pinafore there was much enthusiasm (and bob-
bing up and down) by the land lubbers in the choir. 
Everyone enjoyed the excursion through various musicals in the last item by 
the choir, finishing off with ‘You’ll never walk alone’.
The whole evening was a resounding success because of the enthusiasm and 
dedication of Comberton Cantabile and their indefatigable musical director, 
Brenda Brown. 
All in all a fitting tribute to the memory of Brian and Margaret Cook.

the village hall annual supper and 
entertainment

This year’s annual supper will be held on Friday 23rd July in the Village Hall. 
If you or your partner are aged 65 yrs or over and have not received an invita-
tion by July 9th and would like to join us please contact Anne Collins for further 
details: tel 262067 or 33 Harbour Avenue.

Comberton friendship Club
Comberton Friendship Club meeting held on Thursday May 13th was a talk by 
David Wherall with his version of a History of Recorded Music. His talk, slides 
and demonstrations started around 1840 with barrel organs until now, 2010, 
wit the latest iPod. We heard a lot of good music, from all sorts of recording 
machines so it was a very cheerful and sometimes noisy afternoon!

The June meeting is our Annual Strawberry Tea. Members only this time 
please.

wi report
In May, members traditionally discuss a resolution to be discussed at the WI 
AGM in June. This year’s resolution urged Her Majesty’s Government to legis-
late on clear labelling of food products to indicate the country of origin. Cur-
rently food produced abroad can be labelled British if it is packaged in Britain. 
The WI is a serious lobbying group and has had huge success with its national 
campaigns. 
After approving the resolution, members enjoyed tea and cakes. The second 
part of the evening was devoted to making a scarecrow for Wimpole Hall’s 
walled garden. This proved to be quite a challenge but members succeeded in 
producing a rather alarming looking Goth creation.
Date for Diary: 8th June at 7.45pm.m in the Village Hall ‘Warships to Olympics’ 
– a history of the Lower Lee River valley with peter Lawrence.

Comberton players
forthcoming production  is Agatha Christie’s well known court room drama  
Witness for the Prosecution to be performed in the Village Hall on Friday & 
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Saturday July 2nd & 3rd.  The large cast of fifteen are all Comberton residents .
 
We anticipate that this production will be very popular so make sure to pur-
chase your tickets early. See the full page advert elsewhere in Contact for fur-
ther details.

a tribute to helen lord from the village
Helen’s funeral was on 10th May 2010. 

The collection in aid of Emmaus, Waterbeach amounted to £215.
From the start I remember Helen as a kind, generous person who was ready 
to help anyone and never said ‘No’. I first met her when our children played 
together. How tolerant and patient she was! She later worked at the College at 
lunchtime and at the primary School with myself and Cath. Adams helping out. 
She always saw the funny side of children’s mischief.
Over the years she took part in or instigated many charity functions. There were 
her marathon Walks around Midsummer Common, collection of items to make 
up parcels for the nuns to help the needy in London at Christmas, provisions of 
drinks for the youngsters at the Baptist Thursday Club, fundraising for Emmaus 
where she was thrilled to meet Terry Waite, and she helped Magpas, but closest 
to her heart was her wish to help Mother Theresa of Calcutta. Helen was also 
involved in fundraising for the Friendship Club in the village and worked hard 
to get the Old Schoolhouse project up and running. This involved her in bingo 
sessions, coffee mornings and cream teas. Mary Lilly

Helen was concerned that teenagers in the village should have a drop-in centre 
and so gave up her time to setting one up, including tuck and tea, pool, music, 
bingo and ‘heart-to-hearts’. Many youngsters remember this with pleasure. She 
was also always a helper and fundraiser at church fetes at St Mary’s especially 
on the cake stall.
For my part, I can only say how much our family loved her, especially when 
our boys were young. She was also a great neighbour and friend to my mother 
who lived nearby.
Helen spoke lovingly of her visits to Ireland but was delighted to go to Rome 
and the Holy Land, which she never tired of talking about.
Because of her declining health, we have all for a few years been deprived of her 
loving, caring and cheerful presence around the village. We will never forget 
her shining, Christian witness, which overflowed to all of us, We can only thank 
God for Helen’s life.    Sue Horne

Countryside sunday
Sunday 13th June, 11:00am – 5:00pm

The Countryside Restoration Trust’s wildlife-friendly farm, Lark Rise, in Bar-
ton will be welcoming visitors with guided walks and trailer rides. As well 
as sheepdog demonstrations (at 2.30pm and 4pm), exhibits, rural crafts, chil-
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No job too small
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or mobile: 07855 579802






. 

 












 











JAMES WARD
DESIGN AND DECORATION

shelves cupboards tables
made to measure fitted or freestanding painted or natural

01223 214031 ■ 0780 153 3124

www.jameswardart.co.uk

ideas realised

MAKE s p a c e

JAMES WARD
DESIGN AND DECORATION

shelves cupboards tables
made to measure fitted or freestanding painted or natural

01223 214031 ■ 0780 153 3124

www.jameswardart.co.uk

ideas realised

MAKE s p a c e JAMES WARD
DESIGN AND DECORATION

shelves cupboards tables
made to measure fitted or freestanding painted or natural

01223 214031 ■ 0780 153 3124

www.jameswardart.co.uk

ideas realised

MAKE s p a c e JAMES WARD
DESIGN AND DECORATION

shelves cupboards tables
made to measure fitted or freestanding painted or natural

01223 214031 ■ 0780 153 3124

www.jameswardart.co.uk

ideas realised

MAKE s p a c e JAMES WARD
DESIGN AND DECORATION

shelves cupboards tables
made to measure fitted or freestanding painted or natural

01223 214031 ■ 0780 153 3124

www.jameswardart.co.uk

ideas realised

MAKE s p a c e

JAMES WARD
DESIGN AND DECORATION

shelves cupboards tables
made to measure fitted or freestanding painted or natural

01223 214031 ■ 0780 153 3124

www.jameswardart.co.uk

ideas realised

MAKE s p a c e

www.briarsecurity.co.uk

Nixon’s Hall, 1 Chapel Road
Gt Eversden, Cambridge
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T: 01223 262728
F: 01223 263349   

• Intruder Alarm Systems
• CCTV
• Access control
• Locks, grilles & safes
• Photo ID Cards
• 24/7 callout 365 days a year
• Free Survey

NAC/G1861

DAVID PECK
PAINTER & DECORATOR

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DECORATING
Quality Work Guaranteed

Competitive Prices
Ring for Free Estimate

Tel: 01480 830898   Mob:07742 542974

30 Cheere Way, Papworth Everard, 
Cambs CB23 3NZ



dren’s marquee and refreshments tent.
Entry: £3 Adults; Children £1; ‘Friends’ of the CRT FREE

For more information please contact The Countryside Restoration Trust, 
Bird’s Farm, Haslingfield Rd, Barton, Cambridge, CB23 7AG.  Tel: 01223 
262999  Email: info@livingcountryside.org.uk  www.livingcountryside.org.uk

evening with batman and robin
Friday 6th August, 8:00pm – 10:00pm

Join Dr. Robert Stebbings, formerly of the Nature Conservancy Council, and 
Robin Page on an evening safari of Lark Rise Farm, Barton in search of bats, 
owls, badgers and moths. Places limited so please telephone 01223 262999 to 
book your space. Bedtime drinks and snacks at the end of the walk.
Entry including refreshments: £5 Adults; £2 Children; ‘Friends’ of the CRT £2

For more information please contact The Countryside Restoration Trust, 
Bird’s Farm, Haslingfield Rd, Barton, Cambridge, CB23 7AG.  Tel: 01223 
262999  Email: info@livingcountryside.org.uk  www.livingcountryside.org.uk

butterfly & moth morning!
Come and join us at Kingston Local Nature Reserve for a butterfly and moth 
hunt as part of Butterfly Conservation’s ‘Save our butterflies week’. We’ll be 

walking around the reserve with sweep nets looking for butterflies and moths 
and identifying what we find. Weather permitting we hope to have a moth 

trap too. So come down to the reserve which is the old railway track between 
Toft and Bourn off the B1046 on Wednesday 28th July 10am-12pm. For more 

information please contact Charlotte 
Lowry, Greenspace & Community Officer at Cambridgeshire County Council 

on 01223 715557 or charlotte.lowry@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 
  

green tip: national Compost awareness 
To join in the celebrations and do your bit for the environment at the same time, 
you can get a discounted compost bin at http://www.ccc.getcomposting.com.  
You can pick up free compost from a number of sites across the county and you 
can learn how to do it yourself.  For more information on an event near you, go 
to http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/environment/waste

seven myths impaCting on 
attraCting potential Cambridge foster Carers

Seven myths surrounding fostering are helping to create a shortfall in carers 
in the Cambridgshire area according to a local leading independent foster care 
agency. 



J & S Contractors

Driveways: tarmac, concrete, 
block paving.

All types of groundwork undertaken

Call for a free estimate.
Tel: 01223 263006/573165

07801 814376/07711 850578

27 Bakers Close, Comberton, Cambs

Full public liability insurance cover.
 

SPIKE GLASS ENGRAVERS 
COMBERTON, CAMBRIDGE 

TEL: 01223 262979 / 07951 412 548 
 HAND ENGRAVED 

CRYSTAL FOR ALL 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS. 

WEDDINGS; 
ANNIVERSARIES; 

SPORTING; CORPORATE 
EVENTS ETC...

christinadejongcleyndert@btinternet.com

www.spike-glass-engravers.co.uk

Domestic specialists in all 
plumbing anD heating.

All gas, oil and LPG boilers repaired, serviced and installed • 
Landlord certificates issued • Complete bathroom  

installations • Free estimates • Weekend call out service 
available • Powerflushing (central heating system cleaning) 
• Corgi/ Gas register, Oftec and Water Board approved.

01223 870580
andy Day 07967 095 720
shaun Rivers 07967 095721
www.nutcombecambridge.co.uk

60308

 

 

 

 

  

           QUALITY PLASTERING 
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OLD. RE-SKIMMING,OVER BOARDING,DRY LINING ,COVING 
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FOR A RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE CALL JIM URQUHART 

ON 01223 262612 OR MOB 07887 893075. 



“There are so many myths surrounding fostering that it is clearly 	
putting off people who would be ideally suited to undertake such 
work,” says Karen Parsons, Carer Recruitment Officer with Pathway 
Care.
“In the UK there is an estimated shortage of 10,000 foster carers and 	
it is very important to address this and get these children into a safe 
and supportive environment. In our experience some of the most suc-
cessful applicants have been thinking about fostering for years, but 
have held back from applying for one or a number of reasons. For 
some, there is a belief that they simply could not afford to foster – but 
the days of meeting expenses from out of your own pocket have long 
gone. 
“Foster carers come from all walks of life and have a range of life 	
experiences to draw on. Some may have a natural vocation towards 
becoming a carer, others possessing transferable skills gained from 
a variety of work ranging from caring for the elderly, or people with 
disabilities, teaching assistants, retired police officers or coming from 
a background in the armed services. 
“Being a foster carer can be challenging work, but with it can come 	
great satisfaction. Some of our carers have enjoyed a very good life 
and feel they want to give something back to society, others come 
from difficult backgrounds and have overcome adversity and now 
want to help others in a similar situation.
“However, before you rule yourself out please see below some of the 	
most common myths about fostering:
I can’t afford to foster. Carers through Pathway Care receive good  1. 
Remuneration for their services and all expenses are met.

2. I am too old to foster. People often rule themselves out because of 
their age. Pathway care doesn’t have an upper age limit, but appli-
cants are required to undergo a full medical and need to be fit and ac-
tive.
We’ve never had children of our own, we won’t be considered. This is 3. 
a total misconception. We are looking for people who have experience 
of children – so if you have been very involved with children from 
your wider family - or friends - this may count. Perhaps you work 
with children through your job, or have been actively involved with 
youth groups etc.

4.   I’m a single carer, I can’t possibly be considered. Yes you can, but it is  
recognised that being a single parent is tough and you would need 
to be able to demonstrate a good support network is in place through 
family and friends.
I’ve only heard negative feedback about foster children and this has 5. 
put  me off finding out more. The public perception of foster children 
is that they can be very difficult and likely to be troublesome. Whilst 
recognising that these children do come with issues and can be chal-
lenging, they respond to support and care and the level of satisfaction 
you can gain from helping them can be immense.



WARTON & CLARK SKIP HIRE
6 HARDWICK ROAD, TOFT CB23 7RQ

2,3,4,6 & 8 Yard Skips
BUILDING MATERIALS AVAILABLE

Top Soil sold from our Yard at Toft
Free delivery and prompt service. All major credit cards accepted
Tel: 01223 263287 / 264202 Fax: 01223 262685

 

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT 

Blue Button IT 

 Repairs & Maintenance  
 Broadband Support 
 Spares & upgrades 
 Free impartial Advice 
 Computer tuition 
 Microsoft Certified 
 No Fix No Fee! 

07779 573783 
support@bluebuttonit.co.uk 

www.bluebuttonit.co.uk 
 Based in Cambourne - Mon-Sun 9am–9pm 



6. I can’t foster because I’ve been in trouble with the police. In many
       instances this just isn’t true. It is, however, dependent on the type of  
       conviction and when it was received. People who have turned their  
 lives around can prove to be excellent foster carers.
7.   I live in a social deprived area, I can’t possibly foster. If you have the  

necessary skills to foster and your accommodation is suitable – a child 
must have his or her own bedroom – then don’t rule yourself out.

Pathway Care has experienced staff that can help and support you all the way 
and provide ongoing training. You will also be paid a generous fostering al-
lowance. If you think you can help your local community by becoming a foster 
carer why not contact Pathway Care to find out more on 0871 2263760, or visit 
our website: www.pathwaycare.com

bridge the gap Charity walk
Sunday 12th September 2010.

Would you like to join the band of Walkers who regularly help make the 
Bridge the Gap Walk a very successful and enjoyable day for all concerned, 
especially the two charities who benefit?
On 12th September this year, it’s the Bridge the Gap Charity Walk, a five mile 
walk through historic Cambridge.   It starts at 9.30 on Jesus Green, and the 
route goes through a number of colleges, often into areas not normally acces-
sible to the public.  This year there will also be the chance to explore the Scott 
Polar Museum and the Cambridge Union Building.  There are tourist guides 
on hand to talk about the colleges and the other places of interest that you 
find.
It’s not a race, and for young people aged 16 and under, entrance is free (al-
though they will need to be accompanied by an adult and if they register early, 
the cost will be just £10.00 for each adult.  We also ask that you help us raise as 
much money as your can, through sponsorship or donations.  There are fan-
tastic prizes for the highest fund raiser, either as an individual or as a team.
For more information, go to our website, www.bridgethegapwalk.org  or 
phone 01223 723115, and watch out for on-line registration - available soon.
A quick summary of the charities that you will be helping:

The Arthur Rank Hospice charity supports patients and their families •	
at Arthur Rank House and in the community.  They need to raise over 
£1 million pounds each year to fund Day Therapy and Hospice at 
Home nurses. 
Press Relief was founded in 2003.  It uses the influence of the Cam-•	
bridge News and other publications within the newspaper group to 
raise cash for local organisations and individuals in need.  So far it has 
raised over £400,000 which it has given to a whole range of groups 
and individuals in the Cambridge area. 

We look forward to seeing you on 12th September.
The Bridge the Gap Charity Walk Team on behalf of our Partners
(University of Cambridge, Cambridge News, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge Rotary Club)
PS:   Following the walk, why not write an article on what you did, draw a 
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BARTON OIL BURNER SERVICES 
86 CAMBRIDGE ROAD, BARTON, CAMBRIDGE. CB23 7AR 

 

ROD AND ROBERT BUTLER 

OIL FIRED BURNER TECHNICIANS 
 

SERVICING AND REPAIRS OF 

DOMESTIC OIL FIRED BOILERS 
 

TELEPHONE: 01223 262305 

 

HEATING SERVICES
For the installation, service,
repair & replacement of gas 

and oil fired appliances.

Call us today on
01223 833426
www.shelfordheating.co.uk

sales@shelford-heating.co.uk
CORGI & OFTEC registered

For a competitive quote....

Home heating oil
Monthly payment scheme
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Premium lubricants
Fuel card services

01223 846846
www.shelfordenergy.co.uk

sales@shelford-energy.co.uk



picture of something that you discovered or take/make a photo or video pres-
entation.  We would love to see them and with your permission they could go 
on our website!

ivy parsley to beCome a Centenarian
On the 17th of June Ivy Parsley will be a 100 years old. She came to Comber-
ton in 1975 to be near her daughter Mrs Sewell. Ivy was born in De Freville 
Avenue and was educated at St Mary’s School in Cambridge. 
She joined the friendship club with Connie Wickham and in those days meet-
ings were held in a wooden hut in Green End. Ivy is still very active. She 
makes cards and knits proactively for Rumania. She is bright and cheerful, 
living independently at home. She receives visits from the church visiting 
schemes which she values greatly.  
Cathy

lawn Care in summer
Weed Control
It is essential to get the weeds actively growing before applying a selective her-
bicide either as a spray or admixed with the fertiliser.  Spraying is by far more 
effective and longer lasting.
Disease
Look out for bleached areas within the lawn.  This could be red thread which 
may need treating.
Ants
An ever increasing nuisance.  We can treat nests with an insecticide.
Irrigation
In hot dry spells water lawns before they look brown.  It is easier to keep a green 
lawn green than to turn a brown lawn green.  Water once as week and soak the 
lawn
Dry Patch/Dry Lawns
We can apply a special wetting agent that helps water get in to the soil to rehy-
drate it as opposed to it sitting on the surface and then evaporating. This will 
help keep your grass greener. Please ask about this service.

Ph: Office 01480 812393 e-mail-info@prolawncare.co.uk
Or visit our web site at www.prolawncare.co.uk

“….for that Lawn you’ve longed for”
FACT: Front lawns of just 8 average houses have the cooling effect of about 70 
tonnes of air conditioning 

what do you want from your loCal trad-
ing standards serviCe?

A Trading Standards consultation opened on 10 May 2010 seeking people’s 
views on what they would like the Service to make a priority in their area. 
Trading Standards has a broad remit – from tackling the sale of alcohol to un-
derage youngsters and confronting rogue traders, to checking petrol pumps 
are giving the right measure and ensuring that food is labelled correctly - and 



Cambourne Self Storage
• Cost effective, secure, convenient self-  
 storage
•  Various size units to suit household &  
 business storage
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 convenience
•  NEW SITE AT BOURN AIRFIELD
  
  • Your personal unit
 • Store your goods, lock  
    up, keep the key.
  • 5 min from Cambourne

    01954 717444 

www.cambourneselfstorage.co.uk



they want to know which things are most important to Cambridgeshire com-
munities.  
The survey which is due to run until the end of June, will gather views from 
across Cambridgeshire on what kinds of things local residents want Trading 
Standards to tackle or provide in their local areas. It will also be asking what 
particular trading issues give rise to concern amongst Cambridgeshire resi-
dents. 
Everyone who responds will be given the opportunity to enter a prize draw 
subject to terms and conditions*, with the winner being awarded £100 worth 
of Marks and Spencer vouchers. 
County Council Cabinet Member for Economy and the Environment, Council-
lor Tony Orgee, said: “I would urge everyone to take part in this consultation. 
It is an excellent example of the County Council seeking the views of local 
residents to help shape the services they deliver. I would encourage all resi-
dents to voice their views in order that we can deliver the very best service to 
Cambridgeshire communities.”  
Leon Livermore, Head of Cambridgeshire County Council’s Trading Stan-
dards Service said: ‘We look to deliver services in a way that is responsive to 
local needs. Never before have we undertaken such an extensive survey at 
Trading Standards, and I believe that by doing so, we will gain a clear picture 
of exactly what communities want from our Service.” 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/consumer . 

tang soo do Club suCCess
The martial arts club Comberton Tang Soo Do, which is based at the Meridian 
school in Comberton, has celebrated great success over the last few years in 
National and European competitions but were particularly pleased at the most 
recent national competition, held in Birmingham in April, when club member 
Kaitlin Sabnis Thomas secured the Junior Gup Grand Champion trophy.  Local 
village college student Kaitlin was the highest scoring under 17’s colour belt 
(non black belt), achieving a 1st in forms and 2nd’s in weapons and sparring.  
Kaitlin’s brother Kalen and their parents also competed successfully, together 
with fellow club member Kira Nelms.
Tang Soo Do is a traditional Korean martial art where students are taught to 
defend themselves with a full combination of hand and foot techniques as well 
as weapons.  Students also enjoy a good workout and improved fitness and 
reactions. You can find out more at www.gbtsda.com.
Last year Comberton Tang Soo Do put on a great display at the Meridian School 
fete and are pleased to have been invited back to put on another display at this 
year’s fete on 19th June.
Comberton Tang Soo Do train twice a week at the Meridan school, please contact 
club instructor Mr Paul Ireson on 07956 280623 or at the fete.
Comberton Tang Soo Do were previously called Cambourne Tang Soo Do.

taking stoCk of garden design
June is a great month for gardens. The ‘Yellow Book for 2010’ gives 27 Cam-
bridge open gardens in June. This month has earned its description ‘flaming 



Would you appreciate help with small jobs around the home, garden 
or in the wider village? 

Isaiah58 involves young people from local churches helping out in the 
village community. 

We have moved furniture, trimmed hedges, weeded gardens, swept 
leaves and painted bus shelters....

No project too small! 
If you have a possible project for the team please call 

 Jonathan Catley, 01223 263508
   07971 758041

jonathan.catley@hotmail.co.uk

We don’t charge or ask for any donation for the help. 
It is part of us putting our faith into action.

Isaiah58 is a project run by WCCYM 
(West Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries)

reCreation ground gate rota,
 MAY - JULY 2010

Open 8-30 am    Close 1/2 hour after lighting up time Mon to Sat incl 

May 31st - June 13th    Mr & Mrs M  Waters  June 14th - June 27th    Mr & Mrs A Clarke
June 28th - July 11th      Mr & Mrs M Sims  July 12th - July 25th     Mr R Sewell
July 26th - August 8th    Mr & Mrs M Waters    

Access on foot is not affected       

 Comberton library 
 Monday  2 00pm - 7 00pm 
 Tuesday  Closed
 Wednesday 10 00am - 1 00pm
  2 00pm - 5 00pm
 Thursday  Closed
 Friday  2 00pm - 7 00pm
 Saturday  10 00am - 1 00pm 
 Sunday  Closed

The Village College,  West Street, Comberton,  Cambridge,  CB23 7DU 
 Tel: 0845 045 5225    



June’ not simply from the famous painting by Lord Leighton, but from the huge 
number of plants that bloom during the month. This richness in garden flowers 
should not make us complacent about our garden design. In fact it is a good 
opportunity to look out for bad design features. These problems can be divided 
into 2 issues: bad structural design and bad planting.
Bad structural design
This is the hardest to rectify but worth identifying by looking at your garden 
from different viewpoints. Perhaps the most common error is a flat garden with 
few vertical elements. Height can be added through small boundary trees and 
island beds also with small trees. Climbers make a good addition with plants 
rambling over small structures like a shed, garage or the house wall. Plants with 
significant height such as shrubs and internal garden hedges entice the viewer 
to walk round and explore the garden visually from different vantage points. It 
is worth 20 minutes every month reassessing the garden’s structure; make notes 
and sketch drawings of what is weak design by taking observations from differ-
ent points. Over a year these notes can be used to create a rethink of the garden 
and then, say over a 5 year period, begin a redesign. Of course, if you have the 
luxury of a virgin plot you should be able to plan the design effectively from 
the start; never begin a new garden by designing on the fly without a coherent 
plan. 
Bad planting
Overcoming bad planting is most gardeners’ problem. Gardeners have squirrel 
tendencies to constantly find space for some new plant acquisition. Often the 
free space decides where it goes. It is a disastrous mistake that we all make. 
Tranquil gardens make use of colour themes. There are many books that major 
on successful planting. Most of them take ideas of blocking out an area where 
a single colour dominates. The plants are then chosen to have a vibrant colour 
mixed with pastel shades of the same colour. That is fine but what colour block 
of plants do you put next to it? The answers are, either a contrasting colour from 
the opposite side of a colour wheel, or a complementary colour close to it in the 
spectrum. Remember most plants usually flower for short periods of perhaps 
a month. This means that plants with similar colours in the chosen area need 
to be selected for different flowering periods. This time dimension for flower-
ing periods is where gardening becomes tricky. Weather can play a major role. 
For example, in the cooler recent years the spring plants have had their earlier 
flowering times shifted by as much as 3 weeks later than normal;  consequently, 
this year spring flowering was compressed into a magnificent floral display in 
April. How do we rectify bad planting? Firstly label the plants to be moved, and 
note their flowering time. With this information it is simply a matter of musical 
chairs shifting them about in the autumn. Probably the best book available is 
Christopher Lloyd’s ‘Succession planting for adventurous gardeners.’ 
R.T. Choke 
 



the Challenge

May  Result & Winner

The missing roads were:
10-17-617-619-623-6-54-534-525-494-470-40-34-41-418-505 and 10, the plus/minus 
exercise giving you 505  

 WINNER: G  PURSE, FOX’S WAY

the Challenge   
       Sponsored by Costcutter Stores

 The answer to each of the following clues is a single letter  When established, 
the 10 letters are to be used to form a mode of transport  The letters are not in 
their correct sequence only because I know you hate an easy puzzle!! Com-
plete the exercise by writing the name of the inventor of the transport below 
the puzzle 

  ……  The letter representing the medieval Roman number 200 
  ……  Months contain this letter when oysters are in season 
  ……  First letter of 1 13 litre (2Pint) wine bottle 
  ……  First letter of wind name of Force 11 on the Beaufort scale 
  ……  First letter of surname of Archbishop of Canterbury 1961-1974 
  ……  First letter of element with the atomic number 76 
  ……  First letter of gift traditionally given on 15th Wedding Anniversary 
  ……  First letter of the 15th Book of the Old Testament (King James 
         version)
  ……  First letter of Level 8 on the Mohs scale of relative hardness 
  ……  First letter of 25th October 1415 Battle ( Where English long  
     bowman proved decisive ) 
 

       INVENTOR………………………………                                  

Entries please to Costcutter, Library or Green End Surgery by 14th June  The 
prize of £5, generously donated by Nayna & Vijay, is to be spent in store 
 

Name………………………………                                                       

Address………………………………                                                      


