
COMBERTON CONTACT
DECEMBER 2023

  

 Saturday 2nd December 

10.00- 12.00

Gifts, Tombola 

& Other stalls     

Admission: Adults £1, Children 50p

Cash only please 

Comberton Village Hall 

Christmas 
Fayre
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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water Emergencies 01223 706050
Anglia Water Sewerage Emergencies 03457 145 145
Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Vicar David Newton) 665654
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 7 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net



3

Regular dates for your diary 4
Comberton Contact Team 5
Wheelie Bin Collection Dates 5
Parish Council 5
Advertising Rates 5
From the Editor 6
Local Government Contacts 6
Comberton Village Website 6
Village Help Scheme 7
Comberton Luncheon Club 13
Goodbye From The Vicar 13
Comberton Allotments & Gardens Association 13
November Challenge Solution 15
Comberton Twinning Association 15
Comberton Library 17
The Plant and Produce Stall at 80 West Street 19
The Poppy Appeal 19
South Street Allotments Winter Update 19
Comberton Antiquarian Society 23
Comberton Men’s Shed 23
Comberton Women's Institute 23
December Challenge 25
Friends of St Mary’s enjoy a Hebridean Evening 27
Comberton Village Help Scheme 31
Comberton Advent Windows 33
Barton Guides 35
In Memory of Dr Tony Hosking a Dear Friend and Colleague 37
Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges 38

Contents



4

Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
Tuesday 1.30pm - 4pm Fabric and Yarns BC
2nd Tuesday 8pm (Except Aug) Comberton WI VH
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Antiquarian

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 2pm - 3:30pm
(term time only)

Bumps & Babes BC

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
(not Dec &
Aug)

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH
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Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the February
magazine by 15th January 2024. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Thursday 7th December Blue/Green
Thursday 14th December Black
Thursday 21st December Blue/Green
Friday 29th December Black
Thursday 4th January Blue
Thursday 11th January Black
Thursday 18th January Blue/Green
Thursday 25th January Black
Thursday 1st February Blue

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at http://parish-council.comberton.org/decisions/meetings/

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
Whilst the printer’s error gave us a full colour edition in October to
counter this their mistake with the November edition gave us poor
contrast printing with many of the advertisements. I hope they will now
settle back to their usual high quality of service.

This is our last edition for 2023, the next Comberton Contact coming out
at the beginning of February. As the year draws towards a close I’d like
to thank our advertisers, who fund the magazine, and our tremendous
team of volunteer distributors who ensure it arrives at every household
in Comberton. A big thank you too to our treasurer Terry, who looks after
the advertising, finance and production of the magazine and Marian
who orchestrates the distribution.

Partly as a consequence of the two month edition I had plenty of
material for this magazine, and even had to carry a couple of articles
over, but I’d like to repeat my appeal for material for the magazine. I
would love if some younger people in the village would consider writing
an article; the Comberton Contact should reflect the views and interests
of everybody living in our village.

James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Jennifer Martin

jen.martin@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Parish Council Clerk Angela Bridges 07735 908030

clerk@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Comberton Parish Council,
PO Box 300, Royston SG8 1GA

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk

Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrupl@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Michael Atkins 07968 264637
michael.atkins@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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Village Help Scheme
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Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Cambridge & Ely Financial Services 

Do you need financial advice? 

Mrs Naz Miller is a financial 
adviser with over 30 years' 
experience in the finance 

industry. 

Naz offers a local friendly and 
bespoke financial advice service. 

Mob: 07496 488090 

Tel: 01223 569486 

Email: nusrat.miller@sipp.co.uk 

A Partner Practice of St. James's 
Place Wealth Management 
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 

Comberton Luncheon Club

Goodbye From The Vicar
David Newton, who has been vicar of St Mary’s Comberton for the last
six years, is moving on to a new post. His last service with us is on
Christmas Day. He will be taking up a post with the Diocese of Ely, with
responsibility for all those exploring ordination and training for
ordination.
He writes, “It has been a wonderful privilege to be the vicar in this
village for the last six years. I have loved getting to know, and seeking
to serve, not only the regular congregation but also the wider
community, through special services, projects, partnerships, and
events. I have met many wonderful people and I will miss this village
very much.”

Comberton Allotments & Gardens Association
The next event is our AGM on Thursday 7th December 2023 - 7.30
for 8 pm in Comberton Village Hall. Come along and enjoy some
Cheese & Wine (or juice) with us; hear about our work and events
during 2023; pay annual allotment rent if you are a ‘Long Road’ tenant
or just renew your membership of the association.
The Show Trophies will be re-presented, newly engraved with the
winners names for 2022 & 2023 (we were unable to get them engraved
last year).
Our two main events in the year are the Autumn Show and the Spring
Plant Sale; they both require considerable effort from the committee to
arrange and stage, so we always welcome new members to join us,
learn the ropes and ensure that these successful village events
continue.
We particularly like to hear new ideas for classes in the Autumn Show,
especially in the Handicraft, Cookery and Photography sections and
certainly in the Children’s sections to ensure we keep them fresh and
relevant to current trends.
Robin Worship – Secretary (email: robin.worship7@gmail.com)
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

November Challenge Solution
SPONSORED BY COSTCUTTER OF COMBERTON
My list of city people is:
Julie London, Jack London, Tony Rome, Irving Berlin, Sydney
Bernstein, Charlie Chester, Rod Hull, Issy Bonn, Kirk Douglas, Elsa
Lancaster, Edward Rochester, Everton Weekes, Sydney Poitier, Jean
Harlow, Tommy Fleetwood, John Julius Norwich, Anita Loughborough,
Stafford Cripps, Lady Bracknell, Max Hastings, Jessie Buckley, Annie
Oakley, Dudley Moore, Denzel Washington, Bing Crosby, Robert
Preston, Pippa Middleton, Daniel Radcliffe,Tony Blackburn, Jason
Bourne, Dionne Warwick, Stratford Johns, Paris Hilton, Thandie
Newton, Tracey Austin, Olympia Dukakis, Walter Raleigh, Otto Von
Bismarck, Pierre Trudeau, Jackson Pollock, Alex Kingston, Helena
Bonham Carter, Abraham Lincoln, Stanley Baldwin, Cedric Hardwick,
Florence Nightingale, Florence Pugh…. And Finally Burt Lancaster.

The winner is Lynne Crompton of Harbour Avenue.

For the weekend of the 3-5th May 2024 ,Comberton Twinning
Association will be welcoming a coachload of families from our twin
village of Le Vaudreuil in Normandy. This will be the 25th anniversary
year of the twinning. Why not get involved as a host family, and then go
to France later in the year to stay with a French family? For more
information, see CombertonTwinning.org.uk, or scan the QR code
above, or email secretary@combertontwinning.org.uk.

Comberton Twinning Association
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.00 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 



17
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Comberton Library
Tel: 0345 045 5225 www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Hello, welcome!
Comberton library is a warm and friendly place to visit to relax and read,
borrow/reserve books.
The library also offers free Wifi and computer use, if you need to borrow
a laptop for home use, ask about our free LendIT service (advance
reservation required). Borrowing laptops and tablets is free of charge,
you can borrow for up to 7 days.
Opening hours (excluding bank holidays etc.)
Monday 10am – 1pm
Wednesday 10am – 1pm and 2.30pm – 5.30pm
Friday 2.30pm – 5.30pm
Saturday 10am – 1pm
Comberton Library Events:
Knit and Natter group continue to meet in Comberton Library, 10.30am
- 11.30am. December dates: 4th and 18th. January dates: 8th and
22nd. February dates: 5th and 19th. March dates: 4th and 18th and
then every other Monday.
Come and sing a long, Rhymetime (10.30am – 11am) for children age
between 0-4 years of age. Dates: November dates: 13th and 27th.
January dates: 15th and 29th. February dates: 12th and 26th. March
dates: 11th and 25th.
It’s Lego Time with Duplo - come and have fun creating! Every
Saturday between 10.30am – 11.30am. All children accompanied by an
adult. It is a free.
Just a reminder, there is the season “for the love of books” as there is
Cambridge Literary Festival between 16th – 19th November.
Our first coffee morning will startWednesday 6th December at
10.30am – 12noon. All are welcome! Come and meet your neighbours
for a chat.
What is E–resources? Libby, Borrow Box. Did you know that these
resources are available If you would like to know more come and find
out on January 22nd at 11.30 – 12.30. All are welcome!
There is a last minute Book Sale: Adult books 30p and Children’s books
20p.
Happy Christmas and New Year!
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Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 
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The Plant and Produce Stall at 80 West Street
Very many thanks to everyone who so generously donated plants,
produce, gardening items and money to the stall.
I know that people carry less cash these days, and I know that road
works this summer have made the table less accessible sometimes.
However, in spite of this, I have received cash donations of £478.93
which I have passed on to St Mary’s church where it is really
appreciated.
Mary Jenkins

The Poppy Appeal
Colin and Nathan would like to thank everyone who gave so generously
to the collection for the poppy appeal.
Special thanks for the cups of tea from a local resident, also thanks to
Kerry at the hairdressers for allowing the use of her toilet facilities.
We raised in excess of £380 over the two days.
Thank you to our friends who kindly came and supported us on Sunday.

South Street Allotments Winter Update
I am delighted to report that we are almost fully let!
With 62 tenants on 85 plots, we have a thriving community of
enthusiastic allotment gardeners. Most are residents of Comberton but
we are enhanced with members from Toft, Hardwick, Barton, Highfields
Caldecote, Little Eversden and Cambridge city.
I have one half plot available for immediate occupancy - a rent of £45
will give you hours of pleasure and hard work until 30th September
2024. Interested?
Contact Jane Hughes, Local Agent
jane@meadowside.com 01223 263355
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build, 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Fitted Wardrobes, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building
with over 25 years experience 

City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

  
      

        
Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 
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 Call Stuar t Tunstall for

 
Be sp oke  Cu p b oa r d s  & S h e lvin g ,

Carpentry, Joinery,

Painting & Decorating,

Plaster ing, Tiling and much more…

 

For a fre e  e s timate

te l 01 22 3  2 636 64  / 0 795 7  1 01 814

or e mail s tuartrtunstall@gmail.com
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Comberton Antiquarian Society
The first meeting of the New Year will be on Tuesday 23rd January 2024
when Honor Ridout will give a talk on Stourbridge Fair.
Honor Ridout is a longstanding Cambridge Blue Badge guide. She has
researched the Fair for a number of years and is the author of the book,
Cambridge and Stourbridge Fair. Honor is also a stalwart participant in
the full-dress re-enactments of the Fair that now take place every
September at the Leper Chapel. This should prove to be a most
interesting evening.
The meeting will be at 8pm in Comberton Village Hall.
Guests are most welcome but we would encourage any non members
to join the Society.
It is only £10 for an annual subscription.

Comberton Men’s Shed
There has been progress on the plans to start a 'Shed' in Comberton;
CamShed at Madingley Hall have offered their space for initial meetings
to get the group started. Men’s Sheds (or Sheds) are similar to garden
sheds – a place to pursue practical interests at leisure, to practice skills
and enjoy making and mending. The difference is that garden sheds
and their activities are often solitary in nature while Men’s Sheds are the
opposite. They’re about social connections and friendship building,
sharing skills and knowledge, and of course a lot of laughter. Find out
more at menssheds.org.uk
If you would like to be involved, please contact Revd. Barnabas Leeke
on barnabasleeke@lordsbridge.org or call 07787 800888

Comberton Women's Institute
The speaker at our November meeting was Fiona Symonds talking
about The History of Gin. Fiona gave a very entertaining talk about the
science and origin of gin. She explained the best ways to drink gin with
some surprising combinations!
The speaker at our meeting in January will be Becky Proctor talking
about the History of Papworth Hospital.
Our meetings start at 8pm and are held at Comberton Village Hall on
the second Tuesday of the month except for August when we have an
outing.
Everyone is very welcome to attend.
Sue Lewis Comberton WI
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BLADES FENCING & GARDEN 
SERVICES 

ALL WOODEN FENCING INCL 
NEW/ REPLACEMENT/ REPAIRS/ 

PRESERVATIVES 
HEDGE CUTTING & REDUCTION/

REMOVAL 
SHRUB-SHAPING-REDUCTION-

REMOVAL 
JET WASHING OF PAVING 

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest 
Control Operatives 

Registered waste carrier & Full Public 
Liability Insurance 

www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk 
andy@bladesgardenservices.co.uk 

Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 

Serendipity beauty business offers a range of beauty treatments in 
a tranquil and secluded self-contained private garden cabin. As a 

fully qualified and experienced beauty therapist, I provide 
personalised treatments to help you look and feel your best. 

 Waxing including intimate hot wax 

 Lashes & brows 

 Shellac nails 

 Facials, electrical facials & resurfacing 

https://www.serendipitycambridge.co.uk Serendipitycambs@gmail.com 

DISAPPOINTING MATHS MOCK RESULT? 

I am a qualified maths teacher offering tutoring for GCSE and 

A level, at my house in Comberton or in your own home. 

Jill Essex    jill.essex1@gmail.com    07880 501988 
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December Challenge
Sponsored by Costcutter of Comberton
MY WORD !!! ………………….. and how to find it.

Many thanks to those of you who took the Challenge in 2023, it is very
encouraging to find numerous entries in the box every month. I almost
took the prize in November but a single entry snatched it from me very
late in the day !!!!!*****!!!!!

A very Happy Christmas and a puzzling New Year to you all.

This puzzle has as its basis the final letters of the countries of the world
(202 in the list I employed). Your task is to establish the eleven (11)
most regularly occurring final letters which when rearranged will lead
you to the answer word. Please note that the ‘final’ letter rules i.e. for
the Dominican Republic the letter you should select is C, not the more
obvious N at the end of Dominican.

Listed below as an aid are the number of occasions each of the top 11
letters occurred :-
?(73) ?(26) ?(21) ?(15) ?( 12) ?(9) ?(8) ?(7) ?(7) ?(6) ?(6)

These total 190 with the remaining 12 being letters appearing 3 or less
times.

Final clue is the dictionary definition of the word required “Being
mistaken in an idea/belief or, hallucinatory.”

Entries into the box in store no later than the 14th January 2024.
A prize of wine and confectionery kindly donated by Costcutter will be
awarded to first complete entry drawn out of the hat.

NAME/ADDRESS…………………………………………………………
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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Friends of St Mary’s enjoy a Hebridean Evening
‘A reet good do’ Emailed one happy supporter!
There was a real buzz in St Mary’s Church on the last Saturday night in
October as we listened - even danced – to the music and singing of
Elsa Jean McTaggart and Gary Lister.
‘It’s an ill-wind’ – so the saying goes - but without Covid and lock-down
our Revd. Chris Westgarth might not have encountered Elsa Jean
online and become a passionate member of the ‘end-room gang.’ She
also tuned in to their Tour circuit and they agreed to make us the last gig
of their 2023 UK tour before going home to Shawbost, on the Isle of
Lewis.
We were delighted to find ourselves adapting hall-dancing into nave-
and aisle- dancing, as if we always did it that way! Even standing ready,
you can see the anticipation. We also saw some sad hearts lift and stiff
limbs strain to the beat of the music! Ready, steady, dance the Gay
Gordons in the aisles!
Elsa is such a talented musician and the programme was very
impromptu. Gary’s eyes lit up when he spotted the church organ – an
instrument he played as a teenager. So, he played and Elsa sang
‘Amazing Grace’. It was magical.
The Email mentioned above ended by lamenting that so few under 60’s
were there to sing, dance and enjoy themselves. Perhaps Elsa and
Gary will agree to come again and the word will have spread to more
young folk. As it was, sixty people attended and we raised over £600
net.
We shared a wonderful, communal event which was full of joyfulness.
One conversation even revealed an historical friendship link between
the MacTaggarts and the aunt of one of our audience!
Thank you, Revd. Chris, for organising this ceilidh. Thank you everyone
for supporting the Friends of St Mary’s!
As most of you will know, our fund-raising this year has focused on the
Upgrade of the Church car park and connecting structures. A portion of
decayed churchyard wall has been restored and we expect the security
posts of the Gateway into the car park to be renewed by the end of the
month. Permission for the disability parking upgrade of the car park has
been received!
Happy Christmas everyone!
David Hughes
Chairman FOSM
9th November 2023
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Coffee shop

Three Horseshoes
Pub OPEN  

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 3 - 11 PM 
SATURDAY: 12 - 11 PM
SUNDAY: 12 - 9PM

Regular food vans, quiz nights and events.
Family and dog friendly.

Hub
OPEN  
MON, WED & FRI: 10AM - 3PM 
SATURDAY: 10AM - 3PM

Hot and cold drinks, cakes, baguettes and
snacks. Free Wi-Fi.

Everyone is welcome at your local pub.
Check our website, social media, blackboards
or pop in to find out what’s coming up.

www.threehorseshoescomberton.co.uk ~ 01223 624184
22 South Street, Comberton, CB23 7DZ
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Comberton Village Help Scheme
Background Information
In 1975 a group of local village people, plus the local vicar’s wife Shelia
Stephenson, got together to devise a system of emergency help for people in
the village who met with difficult or unexpected circumstances. A variety of help
was placed on offer- washing, shopping, pension collecting, baby sitting,
visiting, information etc. – but it soon emerged that the help most regularly
needed was transport largely to the local surgery or hospital. There was a band
of volunteers who put their names down to help with whatever was needed.
In 1980 on the basis of experience it was decided to reorganize the scheme.
And lots of lists were made of people who needed the help and those who were
willing to volunteer, 30 people were willing to act as drivers. The village help
scheme, pioneered in Comberton, had set a pattern for about 40 other South
Cambridgeshire villages and the now Care Network Scheme.
These days the Community car schemes provide a lifeline to those who would
otherwise be unable to get too medical/dental/physio etc. appointments. The
passenger pays a fixed rate per mile contribution towards the cost of the
journey. At present the local pub in the village, “The Three Horseshoes”, has
volunteered to take in the payments, and Mrs. Gill Redman picks it up from that
central point; it is not normally given to the driver. This goes towards paying the
volunteer driver who has used their own car and petrol.
Journeys are booked through a volunteer coordinator, always advertised in
“Contact”. Most Community Car Schemes rely on drivers based in the village in
which each scheme operates.
As it is a volunteer-led service and drivers may not always be available it is
essential to book the journeys as much in advance as possible. Volunteer
drivers are reimbursed for their petrol and a CPCA (Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Combined Authority) can assist with insurance and Disclosure
and Barring Service checks. The drivers are all given name badges.
In these more challenging times, we are finding that the number of calls for
assistance, to get to medical appointments, has increased dramatically along
with the hospitals out sourcing many of their clinics and department to varying
areas of Cambridge.
In the first quarter of the year, April to June, we have done 124 journeys so as
you can see with less than the original 30 volunteers, we need more drivers.
We would love to encourage more people to join our list of drivers. You can
always say no to a request and we try and only ask you once or twice a month
for that short space of time to take someone to Addenbrookes or just to the
doctor’s surgery. The longer distance journeys, it is two drivers e.g.,
Addenbrookes, one to take and one to bring back, so no waiting.
If you are interested in volunteering as a driver, please contact Mrs. Gill
Redman on 01223 262246 or Mrs. Barbara Mitton on 01223 262073.
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07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 

BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 
Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 
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Comberton Advent Windows
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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Barton Guides
We hollowed out pumpkins and gave them scary faces for Halloween.
We had an animal experience where the girls met meerkats, owls,
snakes and spiders.
We have been to visit the Metro Bank to learn about banking including
finding lollipops in the vaults.
We had an evening where we had a Cluedo game run around outside.
In the coming weeks we’re going to click and climb and we will be
making Christmas cakes to donate to the women’s refuge in Cambridge.
We have six girls who are going to Our Chalet in Switzerland this
summer and are currently fundraising. They will be having a stall at
Comberton Christmas Fayre on 2nd December and at Burwash Manor
on the 9th of December.
I am a new leader to the group and our current leader Liz is retiring this
year. If you’re able to come and help and give some time we would
really welcome you - please see the advert on the back page.
Ruth Colenso
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YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS  

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 
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In Memory of Dr Tony Hosking a Dear Friend and Colleague
Tony Hosking moved to Comberton in 1961 as part of a large practice
within the surrounding villages. Tony practiced from his house which
had been purpose built as a home with adjoining surgery for the first GP
in Comberton. After the practice disbanded he was in partnership with
Dr Brian Pullen at Little Eversden. With the ever increasing population
of Comberton and the large expansion of Hardwick, Tony recognised
the need for a new additional partner.

In 1974, I joined the partnership working closely with Tony. I think from
the beginning we worked well together. This was made so much easier
for me by the kindness of the whole Hosking family. Tony and his wife
held several parties for me to get to know people in the village and they
to get to know me. Tony always said I brought new ideas into the
practice but I knew I gained so much more from him, benefiting from his
wisdom and experience. He really was my mentor in those and indeed
later years.

In 1976, Tony’s ambition of building a new surgery in the field next door
to his house was fulfilled and at last we both had Consulting Rooms
each, instead of sharing one and alternating our consulting hours
throughout the day. Over the years the practice continued to grow and
more partners joined with Tony making modifications to the existing
building. In 1990, Tony retired from full time work but for a further five
years continued doing locum work for us. The present surgery building
was completed soon afterwards. Tony had served the community well
and had assisted at four hundred births.

We both had from time to time enjoyed a game of chess and played on
and off over the years. This became really serious in 2006 when I
retired and we both were able to dedicate more time to the game. We
played once a week, neither of us liking to lose, but being generous in
our praise to the winner. These were real battles. Often the games
would go on for three to four weeks; maybe this was because we spent
a fair bit of time enjoying ourselves with stories and anecdotes of
yesteryear. I will miss these times we had together.

Tony’s annual garden party, the third Sunday in August, will also be
missed as this was the highlight of the summer for many of us and of
course his after dinner speech was also so entertaining.

Thank you Tony, for my having the privilege to know you, and being able
to call you both friend and colleague.

Dr Garth Alexander
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Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to
1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm (midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking.

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request.

*Additional information for groups:

• Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or
fundraising events will be charged the residents evening rates.
Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-
residents evening rates.

• Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to
have child protection and vulnerable adult policies & procedures in
place.

• Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January.

More information, including hall availability, can be found at
www.combertonvillagehall.org

To make a booking contact the Village Hall Administrator, Janice Sutton
at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 07435 324408 (9am to 9pm).
Please note that this is a part-time role carried out around my job. If I
am unable to answer your call please leave a message and I will phone
you back, or send me an email.

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

 

 

 
Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 
Residents 

Non-
Residents 

Affiliated 
Non-

Affiliated 
Local/Non-
Franchised 

Non-
Local/Franchised 

SESSION Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £25 £35 £20 £30 £40 £45 

Weekday eve. £40 £50 £20 * £30 * £40 £50 

Weekend eve. £70 £85 £20 * £30 * £145 £165 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £17.50 £22.50 £17.50 £22.50 £30 £32.50 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £15 £20 £15 £20 £25 £27.50 
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We help all girls know they  
can do anything

Volunteer with Girlguiding
It’s totally flexible and there’s no  

commitment too small. You can volunteer  
in a group or use your skills behind the  

scenes, you don’t need any guiding  
experience and everyone is welcome!

Find out more 
girlguiding.org.uk/volunteer

First line of text
Second line of text
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