
COMBERTON CONTACT
SEPTEMBER 2023 

COMBERTON SHOW 2023 

THE PLATINUM 70
TH
 SHOW  

 
SATURDAY 16 SEPTEMBER  3pm 

MERIDIAN PRIMARY SCHOOL    
 

 

 

VEGETABLES, FRUIT, FLOWERS, HANDICRAFT, 

PHOTOGRAPHY, HOME-MADE WINE, COOKERY, 

PRESERVES, CHILDREN’S ART. 

 
JOIN IN AND EXHIBIT IN THE SHOW  

OR JUST VISIT THE SHOW FOR A GREAT AFTERNOON 

 

Admission: Adults: £1.00   Children under 

16yrs: Free  
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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water 706050

Emergencies 403000
Sewerage Emergencies 0845 7145145

Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Vicar David Newton) 665654
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 9 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
Tuesday 1.30pm - 4pm Fabric and Yarns BC
2nd Tuesday 8pm (Except Aug) Comberton WI
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Antiquarian

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 2pm - 3:30pm
(term time only)

Bumps & Babes BC

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
(not Dec &
Aug)

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH
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Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the October
magazine by 15th September 2023. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Note that Comberton bin collection dates change to
Thursdays from 21st September onwards.

Thursday 31st August Black
Wednesday 6th September Blue & Green
Wednesday 13th September Black
Thursday 21st September Black
Thursday 28th September Blue & Green
Thursday 5th October Black

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at http://parish-council.comberton.org/decisions/meetings/

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
As the summer holidays draw to a close I hope
everyone has managed to enjoy a break and made
the most of the somewhat variable weather.

There is plenty to enjoy in September in
Comberton, one of the highlights being the 70th
Comberton Show on Saturday 16th September.

I’m also pleased to report that The Three
Horseshoes has re-opened; to find out more about
the new team and their plans see the article on
page 33, and pay them a visit - you can be sure of
a warm welcome!

Finally, I’d like to repeat my appeal for material for the magazine - if you
have an idea for an article that might be of interest to other readers it
would be gratefully received. If you don’t have time to put pen to paper
or finger to keyboard then give me a call - perhaps I can help with
writing it.

James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Mr Tim Scott 01223 263434

Moat House, 65 Green End
tscott@comberton.org

Parish Council Clerk Angela Bridges 07735 908030
parishclerk@comberton.org
Comberton Parish Council,
PO Box 300, Royston SG8 1GA

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk

Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrupl@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Michael Atkins 07968 264637
michael.atkins@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org



7



8

 

 

07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 
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Village Help Scheme
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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July Challenge Solution
Sponsored by Costcutter of Comberton

“STEADY THE BUFFS “ - One for the real film fans amongst you…

The linking surnames were:

SUZANNA/MICHAEL - YORK MARTITA/HELEN - HUNT
JULIA/RACHEL - ROBERTS VANESSA/MICHAEL -REDGRAVE
JANE/BRIDGET - FONDA HUGH/CARY - GRANT
DEMI/JULIANNE - MOORE JULIE/HARRY - ANDREWS
CHICO/HARPO - MARX GIG/LORETTA - YOUNG
HAYLEY/JOHN - MILLS JAMES/PATRICK - STEWART
BETTE/GEENA - DAVIS GEORGE/ROSEMARY-CLOONEY
JANE/ROSALIND - RUSSELL BO/JOHN - DEREK
STROTHER/DEAN - MARTIN KIRK/MICHAEL - DOUGLAS
DEBBIE/BURT - REYNOLDS MARTIN/MICHAEL - SHEEN
NANETTE/PAUL - NEWMAN MORGAN/MARTIN - FREEMAN
ELIZABETH/ROBERT - TAYLOR YVONNE/WARREN - MITCHELL
JAMES/CHARLES - COBURN GARY/JACKIE - COOPER
JOAN/BRODERICK - CRAWFORD AUDREY/KATHERINE -

HEPBURN
DANIEL/MICHAEL - CRAIG THANDIE/ROBERT - NEWTON

Once again some remarkable alternatives were presented, involving
lesser known players in action in the 1920’s. All were accepted into the
hat.
The winner is Mel Briggs of Barrons Way.
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Tel: 07725000950 

Email: info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 

YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS  
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ChaSamba Adult Fitness Classes 
 Tuesday Barton Village Hall, 9.15am-10.15am 

Tuesday Meridian Primary 
School, Comberton,  

6.45-7.30pm 
 Wednesday Bourn Village 

Hall, 7.15pm – 8.15pm  
Chasamba Fitness is a 

partner-free Dance Fitness 
class using popular Ballroom 
and Latin American dances. 

This class is for all ages, fitness levels and ability. So come 
and join in and have fun learning the Cha Cha Cha, Samba, 

Salsa, Quickstep and more. 
To register please email me cmoore7@sky.com or call 07929721020 
Also available: Street Dance Classes from 7yrs+ for Home Ed 
Children and Intermediate Ballroom & Latin Adult Classes. 
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Cambridge & Ely Financial Services 

Do you need financial advice? 

Mrs Naz Miller is a financial 
adviser with over 30 years' 
experience in the finance 

industry. 

Naz offers a local friendly and 
bespoke financial advice service. 

Mob: 07496 488090 

Tel: 01223 569486 

Email: nusrat.miller@sipp.co.uk 

A Partner Practice of St. James's 
Place Wealth Management 
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Comberton Allotments and Gardens Association
It’s ‘Comberton Autumn Show’ time again! Our ‘Platinum’ Show is

on Saturday 16th September in the Meridian Primary School.

This year is our 70th Show and by now every house in Comberton
should have received a copy of the Show Brochure (if you haven’t, pick
a copy up at the Post Office or Cruickshank Butchers), please look
through it and plan your entries, there is a class for everyone!
Again this year all exhibit entries are free and can be emailed to
combertonshow@gmail.com or delivered to the Show Secretary, they
must be pre-booked by the evening of Friday 15th September; no
entries will be accepted on the Saturday.
Staging is between 8.30 and 10.30am on the day; you simply collect
your entry cards and display your exhibit, stewards will be on hand to
guide you to the appropriate area.
As the entries are free there will be no monetary prizes but prize cards
and trophies will be awarded as usual. The Show opens to the Public at
3pm..
Our judges give their time voluntarily to come and officiate so please
enter; we like to give them a sufficient number of entries to ponder over
and make their trip worthwhile!.

Vegetables, Fruit and Flowers:What a mixed bag of weather we have
had this year, from drought to deluge and many of you, gardeners and
allotment holders alike, will be despairing of your crops, but, as I say
every year, it is the same for all of us and although your produce may
not be of the size or quality you would like, enter it anyway it could be
your year for the prize.
Remember the ‘Harry Sewell Trophy’, it is a restricted class, in this
otherwise open show, for residents of Comberton or holders of an
allotment in Comberton; this display of 3 different vegetables (from a
very long list) gives you a better chance of winning with no outside
competition.

Cookery and Preserves: There are 11 cookery classes including one
set recipe for a ‘Golden Apple Teacake’ and 7 different preserve
classes; try your hand at winning the ‘Evelyn Watts Trophy’ awarded for
highest points in cookery.
Of course there is also the eagerly contested Men only Cake class for
the ‘Gerry Hall Tankard’, the challenge this year is for the men to bake a
‘Salted Caramel Cake’ to a set recipe; I lost out last year so will be
trying hard to win it back!
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 
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Childrens’ Cookery includes ‘Crunchy Flapjacks’ to a set recipe,
‘Butterfly Cakes’ and the ever popular ‘Decorated Rich Tea Biscuits’
with a ‘King Charles’ theme for this year.

Handicraft: Again 11 classes for adults and 11 for children covering a
full range of skills; so still time to finish that crafting, woodwork or
needlework project and also time to set the youngsters on a creative
path!.

Painting & Drawing. Last Year we had a magnificent display of
artwork in our adult classes, the most entries I can ever remember and
the recent exhibition in the Village Hall showed what a wealth of talent
exists in our area. So all you accomplished and budding artists please
give us another wonderful display for this Platinum Jubilee show.

Childrens’ Art: There are 5 subjects for your children to choose from:
‘My Pet;; ‘My Football Team’: ‘Friend and Family Portrait’: ‘Mad Hatters
Tea Party’ or ’Climate Change’. Paintings are judged in 5 different age
categories so they will always be competing with their own age group.
The Childrens’ art will be displayed in the Main Hall alongside the
entries from Meridian School and the Comberton Playgroup.
The artwork judged best in show will be awarded the Frank Hollick
Book Prize.

Photography: This year the 3 categories for adults are ‘’Bridges’;
‘Through a Garden Gate’ & ‘Movement’; and for the children
‘’Transport’; as always we encourage a wide interpretation of the
subject.
Have you taken a picture that fits? if not there’s time to get out there
with the Camera or Phone.
The Best Photograph in the show will be awarded the ‘Mike Winney
Trophy’.
Home Made Wines: There are 6 classes and the public will be lining
up in the afternoon to taste the entries. Sadly since the last show we
have lost Alan Armstrong; he and Jenny have been stalwarts in judging
this class for many years; this time we are pleased to welcome Peter
Allerton as judge, stepping up from being a regular exhibitor and prize-
winner over many years.

Full details of the Show, entry procedure and classes are in the Show
Brochure; but whether or not you enter, please come along and see
the Show, there’s plenty to inspire!

Robin Worship – CAGA Secretary (robin.worship7@gmail.com)
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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Based in Dry Drayton but we 
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Anyone for Tennis?
When I came to Comberton to teach at the Village College many years
ago there was a thriving tennis club on the rec. It later moved to The
Village College but there is now no tennis club there.
The two courts at the rec. are used, but I thought perhaps people might
want to find others to play with. I'm not suggesting a "club" with
subscriptions and committees and matches, but simply an opportunity
to play. If you've never played this might be a chance for adults to learn.
If you are interested please email terrywall01@gmail.com by mid-
September and I'll get back to you in the middle of September when we
see if there is enough interest to take this any further.
Terry Wall
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A G ELECTRICAL 
Little Evesdan 

For all your electrical needs       Domestic Commercial 
Portable Appliance Testing         Digital TV Aerials 

No job too small 

Tel: 01223 262 607     Mobile: 07980486 935 

ag.electrical01@gmail.com 
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Comberton Cinema
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.00 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 
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Comberton Village Sign
The Village Sign at the pond was erected to commemorate the late
Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977.

It was constructed by Harry Carter who was responsible for most of the
many town and village signs in Norfolk and a fewer number in
neighbouring counties. He was the Arts & Crafts teacher for about 30
years at Hamonds Grammar School in Swaffham, Norfolk. He carved
his first sign in 1929 which was for his home town of Swaffham. By the
time of his death in 1983 he had carved over 200 signs. Each one
illustrates some historical fact and/or an interesting feature of its
location. Comberton’s sign depicts on one side the distribution of
herrings which were traditionally given to the poor just before Easter.
The windmill on the other side of the of the sign illustrates the
relationship of the village to agriculture. Comberton originally had two
windmills.

Another very interesting fact is that Harry Carter was cousin to Howard
Carter who discovered the incredible tomb of Tutankhamun in Egypt in
1922.As well as being an archaeologist he was also a very good artist
so this clearly ran in the family.

Malcolm Wright
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Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 



25

 

 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 

September Challenge
Sponsored by Costcutter of Comberton

FOOD, BEAUTIFUL FOOD…………………………

Your task this month, should you accept it, is to list 30 consumables,
solid or liquid , which are associated with , and including the name of a
specific place or country. E.g. And your starter for ten, a sweet cake
associated with a London rail terminal. Please relax, this note will not
self destruct any time in the near future!

NB Answers in the adjectival form e.g. French Toast are acceptable, but
not French Toast. I regret to say that cheeses are not acceptable, there
are just too many.

Entries into the box in COSTCUTTER no later than the 14th September
please. The prize, both solid and liquid, generously offered by the store
will go to the first full list out of the hat.

NAME/ADDRESS……………….…………………………………………
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build, 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Fitted Wardrobes, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building
with over 25 years experience 

City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

  
      

        
Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 
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 Call Stuar t Tunstall for

 
Be sp oke  Cu p b oa r d s  & S h e lvin g ,

Carpentry, Joinery,

Painting & Decorating,

Plaster ing, Tiling and much more…

 

For a fre e  e s timate

te l 01223  2636 64  / 07 957  101 814

or e mail s tuartrtunstall@gmail.com

S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

 

THE COMBERTON VILLAGE HALL SUPPER 

On Friday 21st July, over 75 guests were welcomed to the Village Hall for the annual supper. 

The weather was fine and not too hot. After enjoying a lovely meal, the ‘Toft Session Group’ 

entertained them with a mixture of folk & popular music & singing. 

  The trustees wish to thank everyone who helped make it another big success and to our 

Guests, thank you for coming. See you next year, probable date is Friday 19th July, keep the 

date free. 

  The supper was funded by the Easter & Christmas Fayres at the Village Hall. This year’s 

guests are automatically sent an invitation next year. If you or your partner are a villager & 

65 or over, & would like to join us next year, please look out for July 2024 ‘Contact’ for     

details or contact Marian Dymott on 01223 263292 before then. 
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  The trustees wish to thank everyone who helped make it another big success and to our 

Guests, thank you for coming. See you next year, probable date is Friday 19th July, keep the 

date free. 

  The supper was funded by the Easter & Christmas Fayres at the Village Hall. This year’s 

guests are automatically sent an invitation next year. If you or your partner are a villager & 

65 or over, & would like to join us next year, please look out for July 2024 ‘Contact’ for     

details or contact Marian Dymott on 01223 263292 before then. 

 

 

 

Comberton Village Hall Supper

Comberton WI
At our July meeting our speaker was John Flood talking about Cleaning
up Victorian Cambridge and The Riverside Pumping Station. He talked
about what it was like in Cambridge in Victorian times.

Our outing in August was an afternoon at Bourn Windmill. We went last
year when the Windmill was having work carried out. This year
everything was up and running so we were able to turn the sails and go
inside the Windmill. Our guides explained how the Windmill works and
how the grain is milled. This was followed by a delicious tea sitting in the
garden next to the Windmill. The sun shone the whole time - we were
very lucky.

The speaker at our next meeting on 12th September will be Pat King
talking about Fun Science to Share.

Our meetings start at 8pm and are held in Comberton Village Hall on
the second Tuesday of the month.

Everyone is welcome.

Sue Lewis
Comberton WI



30

 

 

BLADES FENCING & GARDEN 
SERVICES 

ALL WOODEN FENCING INCL 
NEW/ REPLACEMENT/ REPAIRS/ 

PRESERVATIVES 
HEDGE CUTTING & REDUCTION/

REMOVAL 
SHRUB-SHAPING-REDUCTION-

REMOVAL 
JET WASHING OF PAVING 

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest 
Control Operatives 

Registered waste carrier & Full Public 
Liability Insurance 

www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk 
andy@bladesgardenservices.co.uk 

Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 

Jane Miller BA PGCE 

1:1 Support - Experienced Teacher & Tutor 

Based in Little Eversden 

01223 262147  janemillerenglishdirect@btinternet.com 

CURTAIN MAKER 

ALEX OWEN BROWN 

Made to Measure Curtains, 

Roman Blinds & Soft Furnishings  

07792527768 

alex@alexowenbrown.co.uk 

www.alexowenbrown.co.uk 
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FOSM Summer Garden Party
The Friends of St Mary’s Church (FOSM)
hosted a Summer ‘Thank you’ Party in the
gardens of Godfrey & Pauline Curtis, Tuesday
evening 15th August.

Thirty-two Friends enjoyed wine & canapés,
good company & conversation, all in a
wonderful garden setting. Inevitably there was
a Raffle which featured more bottles but also
plants and ready-to-cook fresh French beans!
What fun.

Thank you to those who helped, attended and
gave so generously.

Jane & David Hughes

PS Note for your Diary

Saturday 28th October “An evening of
Hebridean music, laughter and dancing.”

Comberton Antiquarian Society
After a Summer break, the Antiquarian Society will start its 2023/2024
programme on Tuesday September 26th 2023.

The first talk will be by by Mary Dicken who is the former Head of
History at the Perse School for Girls, Cambridge and will be on

The Social Impact of Industrialisation on Sawston from 1850
until1930.

The meeting will be at 8pm in Comberton Village Hall.
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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Three Horseshoes News
Many of you may have noticed that the Three Horseshoes has
reopened its doors and we have really enjoyed welcoming our first
customers.

But if you haven't had a chance to come in, let us answer the question
that has been circulating the village for the past few weeks: what is
going on with the pub?

A team of families from the village (plus one interloper from Toft!) have
taken over the lease. Over the past few weeks we have been busy
repainting, gardening, becoming license holders and creating
spreadsheets, amongst the many tasks that reopening a pub entails.
There really isn't as much beer tasting as you might think!

Realising that we had beer and a till ready, we started serving
customers last week and it has been a real pleasure to welcome
regulars, new faces and friends. None of us wanted to see the village
pub go, and we are determined to create a place where everyone feels
welcome, somewhere we ourselves would want to go, and a hub for our
community.

We are open for drinks - including a good range of non-alcoholic drinks.
Once set up, we will be offering coffee and cake during the daytimes
and eventually we will add traditional pub food into the mix.

And don't worry, we are planning a celebration to mark the official
reopening on September 8th.

Check our signs, social channels or call us for more details. Better still,
pop in and say hello!

Current hours:

Monday–Friday: 3pm–11pm
Saturday: 12pm–11pm
Sunday: 12pm–9pm

Telephone: 01223 624184
Facebook: The Three Horseshoes
Instagram: @threehorseshoescomberton
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Join us for a 6-8 week Beginner’s Course on Tuesdays 8-10pm 
Starting 12th September 2023 at  

Haslingfield Primary School 
Please contact Bob at beginners@circleleft.org.uk  to say if you 

are interested in coming. Tel 07977 235803 

Only £1 per week* 
 

This is Folk Dancing, similar to Ceilidh Dancing (which you 
might have met at Weddings etc.) but develops into many 

more moves and styles of dancing. 
 

After the beginner’s course you will be ready and welcome 
to join any of the local clubs and be able to dance 3 or 4 

nights per week if you want to, see 
https://www.cambridgefolk.org.uk  

 

*Sponsored by the Harston & Haslingfield Folk Dance Club 
 

We are also trying to start a class for children 8-13 years, 

dependant on take-up.  
Contact Bob as above if interested. 

Dancing 

Maintains and/or improves your fitness 
Increases your social network 

And is Great Fun! 
 

Fundraising success for Village Voices
Village Voices would like to thank everyone who came along to our
‘Music for a Summer Evening’ event in June. There was standing room
only in Comberton Baptist Church, and a great buzz through the whole
concert. We sang a range of songs, from music from the movies, to
adaptations of Lord Byron poems, to everything in between. I even got a
deputy conductor when one of the children joined me directing the choir.

Donations to Maggie’s Cambridge totalled £615, and it was great to
support such an important cause. Village Voices takes a break now, as
so many of us are involved in the panto, but rehearsals will start again
in 2024 for our next concert.

Thank again for great support from our village!
Beth Walthew, Musical Director, Village Voices
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Meet Barnabas Leeke
Hello, I’m Barnabas Leeke, the new curate
with the Lordsbridge Team. I’m based in
Coton but will be working with David
Newton in Comberton and Toft while I ‘learn
the ropes’. It has been a big switch from full
time work as a Facility Manager with the
Department of Pharmacology at the
University of Cambridge to full time ministry.
I have replaced cutting edge research
facilities for ancient buildings, and
international PhD students for local
congregations, but I am enjoying the
challenge and getting to know the people
that make up the communities in this area.

I’m Cambridge born and bred, so I know something of the area already.
My formative years were spent in the villages of Huntingdonshire before
moving back to Cambridge for work. It was at this time that I went a little
off the rails and was a long way from the church and my childhood faith,
but when I moved back to Cambridge I met Laura (who had come from
Milan to study English and prepare for university) and together we
encouraged each other in faith and seeking God’s will for our lives. We
are now married with one daughter, Noemi.

For Laura, living out her faith means night time patrols on the streets of
Cambridge as a Street Pastor, looking after those in the night economy
who need a helping hand. For me it has meant embarking on a long
journey of theological training and discovery, that journey continues and
I look forward to discovering more as I minister in this beautiful, friendly
and welcoming part of Cambridgeshire.
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Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to
1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm (midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking.

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request.

*Additional information for groups:

• Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or
fundraising events will be charged the residents evening rates.
Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-
residents evening rates.

• Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to
have child protection and vulnerable adult policies & procedures in
place.

• Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January.

More information, including hall availability, can be found at
www.combertonvillagehall.org

To make a booking contact the Village Hall Administrator, Janice Sutton
at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 07435 324408 (9am to 9pm).
Please note that this is a part-time role carried out around my job. If I
am unable to answer your call please leave a message and I will phone
you back, or send me an email.

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

 

 

 
Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 
Residents 

Non-
Residents 

Affiliated 
Non-

Affiliated 
Local/Non-
Franchised 

Non-
Local/Franchised 

SESSION Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £25 £35 £20 £30 £40 £45 

Weekday eve. £40 £50 £20 * £30 * £40 £50 

Weekend eve. £70 £85 £20 * £30 * £145 £165 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £17.50 £22.50 £17.50 £22.50 £30 £32.50 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £15 £20 £15 £20 £25 £27.50 
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Booknowtoavoiddisappointment!

Tobookyourtickets, pleasecontactIrene, ourPresident,
on01223-262084 /07474501472

oremailGillian at - gillian.barker47@gmail.com

Thereisalsoa raffle withgreat prizes

Ploughman'sSupper
Anyspecial dietary requirements?Pleasementionthis

whenbookingyour teamin.
Please bring your own favourite tipple and glass to drink

Datefor yourDiary
CombertonBowlsClubAutumnQuiz

Saturday21stOctober
CombertonVillage Hall

Dooropen6.30pmQuizstarts 7.00pm
Comberton Bowls Club


