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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water 706050

Emergencies 403000
Sewerage Emergencies 0845 7145145

Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Vicar David Newton) 665654
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 5 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary
If you are restarting regular events please
contact the editor with the information below.

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
REC = Recreation Ground Car Park

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th

Monday
7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC

Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049

editor@combertoncontact.org.uk
50 South Street, CB23 7DZ

Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk
38 Westlands

Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292

Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the April
magazine by 15th March 2022. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.
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Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Wednesday 2nd March Black
Wednesday 9th March Blue & Green
Wednesday 16th March Black
Wednesday 23rd March Blue & Green
Wednesday 30th March Black

Village Help Scheme - Volunteer Drivers Schedule
To book transport please see the dates below and call the
appropriate number.

07 March 2022 Joan Wells 01223 262746
14 March 2022 Joan Wells 01223 262746
21 March 2022 Barbara Mitton 01223 262073
28 March 2022 Barbara Mitton 01223 262073
04 April 2022 Angela Donnelly 01223 263283

More drivers are URGENTLY needed for this essential service.
For more information please contact Mrs Gill Redman on 01223
262246

Parish Council
For those of you who eagerly follow the Parish Council meetings, you
will now know we are back to in person meetings and we are meeting
at the village hall on on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, to
discuss topics that affect our village, the facilities and services that
our village offers.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be
found at http://parish-council.comberton.org/decisions/meetings/

Advertising rates for Comberton Contact
Size (w x h) Annual Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £400 £44
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £240 £27
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £160 £18
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £80 £9
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £80 £9

1/10 page 60mm x 35mm £50 £6
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From the Editor
On a recent visit to the pub I overheard a conversation that the
Comberton Contact is “full of adverts”. I could not resist explaining that
whilst the adverts are important (they fund the magazine for the village)
the magazine would be less full of adverts if people would be willing to
provide other material.

I am pleased to say that this edition has some new contributions and I
have had to carry one article over to next time - I think this is more down
to the village coming back to “life” post-covid than my plea in the pub,
but whatever the reason please do consider writing a short article for
the magazine - about the history of the village and its residents, your
hobby, anything that you think might be of interest to other readers.

I’m also excited about the plans for the Comberton Village Festival to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June - what a great
opportunity for the community to get together after two challenging
years.

James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Mr Hywel Griffiths 01223 263390

18 Barrons Way, CB23 7EQ

Parish Council Clerk Angela Bridges 07735 908030
parishclerk@comberton.org

District Councillors Ian Sollom 07722 065475
Cllr.Sollom@scambs.gov.uk

Tony Mason 07432 779551
Cllr.Mason@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Michael Atkins 07968 264637
matkinslibdem@gmail.com

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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My Love For Dogs 
Stemmed from the love of our own, the story of My Love For Dogs 
began over 10 years ago when we refused to accept kennels for our 
beloved dog when we went away. 

We became surprised and disappointed by the lack of loving homes 
available for dogs when their owners go away, and after never 
considering putting our one in kennels, we thought: why should 
anyone else? 

We couldn’t bear the thought of being away only to subconsciously 
know that our other family member was staying in a cramped, 
unhygienic, isolated environment, and we know that those of you 
that care as much about your dogs couldn’t either. 

We saw a perfect opportunity to create My Love For Dogs: a 
loving, family home environment where your canine friend can 
come for a holiday whilst you’re away, to socialise, to be cared for, 
loved, looked after and exercised. 

Now with over a decade of experience caring for your dogs, we 
still to the day pursue our mission of maintaining the best 
environment for your dog to stay in whilst you’re away. 

Find out more about us here: www.mylovefordogsuk.com or 
contact me on 07903806750 (Amanda) 
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Friends of St Mary’s Church Comberton
FOSM was formed to help the Parochial Church
Council meet the financial burden following two
criminal thefts of roof lead from St Mary’s Church
in 2016. It was set up as a Registered Charity
committed to continue support for the upkeep of
the church fabric and to promote further ties
between church and village. Covid 19 effectively

curtailed activities for most of the last two years, but it did nothing to
lessen the need for repairs. FOSM must now consider how best to
proceed in the coming year.

Regarding the church fabric, in 2019 a 5-year (Quinquennial) Inspection
prepared a list of “things that need doing”. We have asked for guidance
from the PCC on their priorities of essential and desirable spending.
Currently we are picking up our investigations, begun in 2019, into
improving disability parking at the North-West corner of the main church
Car Park. This will benefit a range of people who come through the
gateway into the churchyard each week. We do not realistically
envisage being able to run indoor fund-raising activities such as
concerts until much later in the year. Fundraising will initially be
concentrated on approaching Public Funds and other grant bodies.

There is one outdoor project which we had considered before the
coronavirus, which is to organise an Easy Walking Event on the
afternoon of Rogation Sunday (May 22nd). It will be fun to gather and
re-enact the ancient practice of Beating the Bounds. There will be more
information about this in the April issue of Contact. We hope it will be a
great occasion and that villagers and friends, old and new, will come
together on a guided walk that ends up with refreshments at St Mary’s
Church.

We are a small group with a big responsibility and would welcome more
people to help us. Come and meet us. Perhaps as you read this you
might feel you could join us to further our work. As well as the
Chairman, our Trustees are Richard Elleray, David Hughes, Brian
McCabe and John Crang.

Godfrey J Curtis

Chairman
godfreyjcurtis@email.com
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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Managing St Mary’s Churchyard
Many of you will have seen an article in Contact last year or heard of
plans to change the way the churchyard is managed. Churchyards
have an important role in the social and religious fabric of communities
as well as conserving biodiversity, because their management is usually
unchanged over time. They can be ecological islands from which
species can spread to bring adjacent areas closer to their natural past.
In addition, it is often difficult to maintain them to meet the conflicting
needs of a changing society.

Last year a small group was established to support an initiative by the
Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts to improve churchyard biodiversity. The
group felt that any changes should ensure the area surrounding the
church remains a sanctuary for people to remember loved ones. This
priority, combined with the aim of enriching the biodiversity of the
churchyard has led to the area being divided into a set of different
habitats. These include regularly mown grass around the graves, to
emulate naturally grazed pasture, an area like a traditional hay meadow
and zones with an annual or triennial cut to encourage late flowering
plants. These sections will each support a range of different plant,
insect and mammal species which birds will exploit.

A botanical survey has shown we already have a diverse flora and at
least one species (Plantago media) on the list of plants of conservation
concern is present. Some native species appropriate to each sector
have also planted to increase diversity. A survey of mammals will also
be made during the year and we hope also to record the insects
present. Visitors to the churchyard will already see that the different
regimens are identifiable. Over the coming years we hope that the
different habitats will each become more distinct as their individual
characteristics are accentuated.

Robert Cook
On behalf of the Churchyard biodiversity steering group.

Comberton Celebrates Easter and Spring
There will be a display on the Playgroup fence to celebrate Easter and
Spring of crafts, paintings, photographs, just whatever reminds you of
this season. Put items into waterproof wallets to protect them from the
weather and tie them on the fence from 29th March. Please help to
make this a good display of local talents for all the village to enjoy. This
is open to all age groups - happy crafting!!

Further information - Sylvia Divall, tel 01223 263193
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Plumbing - Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 
Friendly, reliable service - No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 / Tel: 01223 263586 
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March Challenge
SPONSORED BY COSTCUTTER OF COMBERTON

SET SQUARE
Each of the 36 numbers in the grid below is encircled by between three
and eight other numbers forming a ‘set’ e.g. square one, number 1, is
surrounded by numbers 3,4 and 2. The next, a 3, is enclosed by
numbers 1,4,2,3 and 2. Several of the more central numbers are
enclosed by eight others. Your task is to multiply the numbers within
each set and to then add the 36 ‘set’ totals together to create a grand
total. In the case of the square 1 set the answer being 24 ie 1x3x4x2.
Please enter your grand total below the grid.

1 3 2 4 5 6
4 2 3 5 1 5
5 6 4 2 4 3
2 3 2 6 5 1
1 4 6 3 3 2
6 5 1 4 1 6

GRAND TOTAL…………………………………………….

Entries please to Costcutter no later than 14th March. The prize of wine
and chocolates generously provided by the store will be awarded to the
first correct solution out of the hat.

Please include your name and address with your entry.
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Greetings Neighbours,

We have had a fantastic first half term this year. We ended the half
term with our talent shows – holding three talent shows for different
ages. Children took to the stage individually, in groups, in pairs and
performed to entertain us all and we were so proud of the huge variety
of talent that we have at Meridian.

The Year 3 children went on an exciting trip to Wimpole Hall in early
February to become Rangers for a day. The children took part in
outdoor activities, learning about looking after the environment. They
also learnt about the importance of trees and having biodiverse
habitats. Every child was able to locate a piece of land to dig and plant
their tree. The children impressed the Wimpole leaders with their wildlife
knowledge and were great Meridian ambassadors.

We have been visited by some sports clubs - Little Scrummers who
teach rugby came into Meridian and completed some rugby activities
with KS1 and Cambridge United visited Meridian to deliver an important
assembly to KS2 about diversity and inclusion. This was an important
message, for sports and for life.

You may have seen more children around Comberton on bikes in
January and February. We had a number of Year 3/ 4 children take part
in the Level 1 Bikeability course on our site. They did really well and all
have received certificates and badges from Outspoken training for
completing the course.

We still have ongoing outdoor projects for the school to improve our
outdoor environments for the children. Thank you for supporting our
ongoing Habitat and Wellbeing garden project. We have set some
actions in order for the Easter holidays. If you wish to support this,
please visit our JustGiving page https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
meridianpta Equally, if you can help to clear, paint or generally lend a
hand, we would love to hear from you! Thank you for your kindness.

Kind regards,

Mrs C. Etchie
Headteacher

Meridian Primary
School



16

 

 

MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 
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Comberton WI
We have not appeared in Contact for some time but we have been
busy. We have had some interesting talks on Fenland Folklore and the
life of a woman married to a colonial officer in the transition times of
independence. We held a traditional Christmas party with Secret Santa
and a musical entertainment and carols. Today (15th February) we held
the annual Pancake Race which has been going for over forty years
with only one break caused by Covid last year.

We had a good morning, enjoyed by the people who turned up in spite
of the weather. The numbers were down but the support was excellent
and £70 was raised for Autism.

We have an excellent programme of talks and activities for 2022 and
look forward to seeing you there as a member or visitor.

Our programme will be on the village website.
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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Comberton Cinema is showing ‘Dream Horse’

On Wed 16th March in the Village Hall

Doors open 7.30pm, film starts 7.45pm

Tickets £4 on the door

Experience the inspiring true story of Dream Alliance, an unlikely racehorse
bred by small town bartender, Jan Vokes (Toni Colle�e). With very li�le money
and no experience, Jan convinces her neighbours to chip in their meagre
earnings to help raise Dream and compete with the racing elites. Their
investment pays off as Dream rises through the ranks and becomes a beacon
of hope in their struggling community. Also starring Damian Lewis.

If you would like a li�, please ring 01223 262075

This event is sponsored by Comberton Village Hall Trustees
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A G ELECTRICAL 
Little Evesdan 

For all your electrical needs       Domestic Commercial 
Portable Appliance Testing         Digital TV Aerials 

No job too small 

Tel: 01223 262 607     Mobile: 07980486 935 

ag.electrical01@gmail.com 
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Oldie Beekeeper responds
How nice to read Ruth’s piece about starting beekeeping. I can remember
starting myself, although it was a long time ago.

I was born and brought up on a farm. My father had tried beekeeping before I
was born, but didn’t take to it. However the two hives he had used were put
away in a shed in case they might be useful in the future. I can remember, as a
child, saying “When I’m grown up I’ll have those”.

Time passed. I went to university and studied Zoology. I got married and
moved to Glasgow, where we lived in a top floor tenement flat. After four years
there, we moved south to a village in Leicestershire, to a house with a garden.
I sent for the beehives!

I contacted Leicester and Rutland Beekeepers’ Association and asked if there
was a course I could go on to learn about beekeeping. The reply was “No.
Just get some bees and get started”. I was put in touch with someone who had
bees to sell and he brought over a colony and installed it in one of my hives.

I must have had a book to refer to, but I cannot remember which one it was.
There was another beekeeper in the village, an elderly gentleman, nearly 90,
who was a great help. I did not go to many beekeepers’ meetings as they were
held too far away for easy access.

I learned quickly and increased my stock to two colonies. Our kitten learned
not to sit in front of the hives swatting the bees as they flew in and out.

There were problems. Sugar rationing – remember that? Sometime around
1974. Beekeepers were allowed extra sugar for feeding bees in the winter. A
disagreement with a neighbour meant moving the bees to a new home – in the
woodyard of the local estate, at the invitation of the manager, who was
delighted to have them there.

In 1983 we moved to Comberton. I asked the removals firm if they would be
happy taking the bees in one of the vans (securely fastened into boxes with
wire mesh screens on top for ventilation). They told me it would be at my own
risk. They had, some years before, moved some beehives on the tailboard of a
van. On arrival the bees were dead, having been poisoned by the exhaust
fumes. My bees went inside the van and arrived unscathed.

At Comberton I increased my stock to three colonies. I gave talks to primary
school children and invited them to look into the hives through the glass
“windows” under the roofs. I joined the Cambridgeshire Beekeeper’s
Association (CBKA) as an active member, serving on the committee. I was
offered the opportunity to move my bees onto a farm a few miles away, which I
did, and I increased my stock again – to six hives. In 1995 and ‘96 I taught
beekeeping at evening classes at the Village College. The students were
prepared for the British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA) Basic exam (a
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practical and oral exam), if they wished to take it. I took this exam with several
students from the first batch and we all passed. I was encouraged to do more
studying.

In 1998 my husband was made redundant. He took a new job in Stirling and
we moved back to Scotland, to Clackmannanshire. I was unable to take my
bees because they had Varroa, a parasite which appeared in England in 1992
but had not reached Scotland then. I sold my bees and took my empty hives.
We bought a house with a large garden where I set up a couple of hives and
obtained some hardy local bees

I joined Dunblane and Stirling Beekeepers’ Association (DSBA) where I was
warmly welcomed onto their committee. Things were a little different here.
There was no Varroa! There was a hive I had not encountered before – the
Smith hive. There was heather honey, quite different from the floral honey I
was used to. However, the beekeepers were all a friendly and generous bunch,
as they are everywhere. I helped out with teaching the Beginners’ course, I
gave talks to the Girl Guides and the local WI.

I spent a long time improving the house and garden, then took a job at Stirling
University. At this time I encouraged DSBA to apply for an Awards for All grant
and we were awarded almost £5,000 for microscopy equipment and to set up a
teaching apiary. I managed to negotiate a site on the University campus, which
is still there and very well used.

In my “spare time” I was studying for the BBKA exams (there are 8 modules).
In 2001 I took modules 1 & 2 and passed well. At the end of 2001 we left
Scotland and returned to Comberton. Before we left I was made an honorary
life member of DSBA.

Again I sold the bees, brought the hives back empty and restocked with local
bees. I re-joined CBKA as an ordinary member. I took modules 3 & 4 of the
exams and to my surprise won an award for the best intermediate student of
the year. I followed up with modules 5 & 6 in 2003 and 7 & 8 in 2006, and
gained my Advanced Theory Certificate. It is very true that the more you learn
about a subject, the more interesting it becomes. I still find bees fascinating.

I would encourage Ruth and any “newbie” to take every opportunity to further
your knowledge – read books, go to lectures, swap stories with others, learn
from your mistakes – we all make them – but don’t be put off.

Recently circumstances have prevented me doing as much active beekeeping
as I would like. A generous friend has looked after my bees for me, but I hope
to resume control later this year.

Mary Jenkins
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Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

5 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 

07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 



25

 

 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

5 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 

07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 

Comberton Village Hall Maintenance Manager
The trustees of Comberton village hall are looking to employ a part-time
Maintenance Manager to assist the volunteer trustees with the regular
upkeep of the hall. This is a paid role with the hourly rate reflecting the
time spent although we envisage the time commitment to be around
20-30 hours per month or to suit, with flexibility when required. You will
be given full training and have the ongoing support of the trustees.

This job would suit a stay-at-home parent or a recently retired person
looking for a few hours of work per week which can largely be fitted
around existing commitments but there is a need to be flexible,
particularly regarding urgent faults.

Duties will include:

Carry out regular checks on the village hall buildings and site.

Undertake minor repairs/redecoration and maintenance of hedges/
shrubs. Contact professional tradespeople where required.

Very occasional emergency call-outs to repair urgent defects.

Skills/Personal Qualities

Good understanding of building structures and associated services

Ability to recognise and identify faults/defects and undertake basic
maintenance repairs to a good standard

Committed and reliable

Good communicator

Friendly

Available/flexible

This is an important role in the building which sits at the heart of our
community. The trustees are very friendly, committed and supportive
and have been carrying out these duties themselves for many years so
there are experienced people on hand to offer advice and support. If
you would like to obtain more details or to apply, please contact the
Chairman Penny Cook on 07517 917958 or email
combertonvh.chairman@gmail.com.
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build, 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Fitted Wardrobes, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building
with over 25 years experience 

City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

  
      

        
Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 
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February Challenge Solution & Winner

SPONSORED BY COSTCUTTER OF COMBERTON

MIXED DOUBLES ( A very difficult game !)

RAY LURED HAL… CFA…6.5 LAUREL AND HARDY

WE CAME… BORIS & ME…CT…9.4 MORECAMBE AND WISE

BEST COBALT TOOL…CFA…6.8 ABBOTT AND COSTELLO

LE TALL TIGER…CT…6.5 LITTLE AND LARGE

A VERTICAL ORBIT…R…8.6 VICTORIA AND ALBERT

T DANCE…TC…3.3 ANT AND DEC

UNHARNESSED RFC…CT…6.8 FRENCH AND SAUNDERS

IS ALL HANDSOME…B…6.7 SAMSON AND DELILAH

SEOUL MURMURS…L…7.5 ROMULUS AND REMUS

CHAPTER A LA TONY? NO!...S…7.9 ANTHONY AND CLEOPATRA

IE MOT LE JOUR…S…5.6 ROMEO AND JULIET

ARSONIST LED IT…L…7.6 TRISTAN AND ISOLDE

AXOLOTLS UP CR…L…6.6 CASTOR AND POLLUX

The winner is Gill Gibbs of Barrons Way.
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 Call Stuar t Tunstall for

 
Be sp oke  Cu p b oa r d s  & S h e lvin g ,

Carpentry, Joinery,

Painting & Decorating,

Plaster ing, Tiling and much more…

 

For a fre e  e s timate

te l 01 22 3  2 636 64  / 0 795 7  1 01 814

or e mail s tuartrtunstall@gmail.com

BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing Ltd 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 

Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 
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Comberton Village Hall Administrator
The trustees of Comberton village hall are looking to employ a part-time
administrator to assist the volunteer trustees with the day to day running of the
hall. This is a paid role with the amount being subject to discussion and the
roles adopted.
The scope of the job is flexible as some elements are not essential. For the full
role below we envisage the time commitment to be around 10 hours per week
on average although this could vary from week to week. You will be given full
training and have the ongoing support of the trustees.
This job would suit a stay-at-home parent or a recently retired person looking
for a few hours of work per week which can largely be fitted around existing
commitments at home but there is a need to be flexible, particularly regarding
bookings and key collections etc.
Duties will include:
Dealing with enquiries for bookings including showing people round the hall,
maintaining booking diary, sending out booking paperwork, producing monthly
spreadsheet of bookings, confirming receipt of payments and diarising deposit
refunds, handing out keys to hirers.
Assisting treasurer and chairman with basic bookkeeping relating to bookings.
Booking servicing on equipment e.g. stair lift, boiler, burglar/fire alarm and other
inspections/maintenance e.g. window cleaning, ordering heating oil and
cleaning materials, obtaining quotes for repairs/maintenance.
Updating website booking diary, liaising with website administrator to update
details as required.
General admin.
Personal Qualities
Basic computer literacy essential – Word, Excel, on line diaries, on line banking
(viewing only)
Basic numeracy
Organised
Good communicator
Friendly
Available/flexible
This is a fantastic way to get to know the people of Comberton and the
surrounding villages and the trustees are very friendly, committed and
supportive so you will be working with a great bunch of people. You will be
playing a vital role in ensuring the future of the village hall by managing the
bookings whose income keeps the hall going. If you would like to obtain more
details or to apply, please contact the Chairman Penny Cook on 07517 917958
or combertonvh.chairman@gmail.com.
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BLADES FENCING & GARDEN 
SERVICES 

ALL WOODEN FENCING INCL 
NEW/ REPLACEMENT/ REPAIRS/ 

PRESERVATIVES 
HEDGE CUTTING & REDUCTION/

REMOVAL 
SHRUB-SHAPING-REDUCTION-

REMOVAL 
JET WASHING OF PAVING 

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest 
Control Operatives 

Registered waste carrier & Full Public 
Liability Insurance 

www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk 
andy@bladesgardenservices.co.uk 

Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 

Cambourne Self Storage  01767 676189 
24 Hour Access 7 Days a Week 365 Days a Year 

24 Hour Remotely Monitored CCTV—Sensor Flood Lighting 

Keypad Entry & High Security Locks 

Vehicle Access Directly to Unit Doors 

www.CambourneSelfStorage.co.uk  
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Comberton Players 

Production Volunteers Needed! 
 

Do you want to be involved in producing local theatre?  Do you love the buzz of the 
theatre, but prefer to be behind the scenes?  If so, then look no further!  Comberton 
Players are expanding their production team and are looking for volunteers who 
could help with any of the following:  

• Set painting 
• Set building  
• Prop sourcing 
• Costume design, sourcing and making 
• Front of house 
• Choreography 
• Co-directing 

 

Comberton Players traditionally produce an annual pantomime in December at 
Comberton Village Hall involving both adult and child performers.  We also have a 
Youth Theatre group with whom we’ve created some fabulous outdoor productions 
and workshops.   

Whether you have just a few hours to offer, or you’re interested in committing to 
something more meaty, then we would love to hear from you.  Please get in touch 
via the e-mail address below and we can tell you more.   

Our first production meeting for 2022 will take place shortly after Easter. 

And psssst… for those interested in treading the boards and performing 
with Comberton Players, we’d love to hear from you too!  Please send us 
an email, and ask to be added to our mailing list, so we can let you know 
of any upcoming auditions or workshops.  

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Comberton Players 

combertonplayers@aol.com  
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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Comberton Cricket Club
Comberton CC is looking for new members for the 2022 season.
Whether you are new to the sport, an experienced player or would like
to get back into cricket after some time away from the game our club
welcomes you!

We have a Saturday team playing afternoon games in the
Cambridgeshire Cricket Association Junior League 3 West and a
midweek team playing evening cricket in the Cambridge Business
House League Division 2. The season runs from May to September with
games and outdoor nets every week during the summer.

Pre-season indoor nets will be taking place at The Leys Leisure Centre,
Trumpington Road, CB2 7AD on the following dates in March (£3 per
session):

Tuesday 1 March 8:30-10pm Tuesday 15 March 8:30-10pm
Wednesday 23 March 7-8pm Wednesday 30 March 7-8pm

If you would like some more information please contact Oscar Swift on
07794 381211 or Ken Gifford on 01223 263239, or take a look on our
website: http://comberton.play-cricket.com
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BEX 
IRONING 
SERVICE 

Let us take the strain 

Very caring and 
reliable

Free collection and delivery 

Price £1.50 for 1LB  weight 

For a prompt response phone Becky On 
07984 492918  

 BARTON DRAMA GROUP 

 

Some of you may have been to the wonderful past productions staged by Barton Drama Group.  

Sadly, due to the pandemic and the lack of local youthful input, it is likely Barton Drama Group 

will cease to be.  There will be an Extraordinary Annual General Meeting to decide its fate: 

 

Barton Drama Group EAGM 

Monday 11 April 2022 at 7.30 pm 

Barton Village Hall 

School Lane 

Barton CB23 7BD 
 

The Group would like to invite as many people as possible to attend so that full options can be 

discussed and to raise a glass to past productions. If you would like any more details please 

contact: 

Tracy James 01223 890686  jracy.james1@gmail.com 



Barton Drama Group
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07984 492918  

Parish Council Update
The Parish Council and members of our wonderful community, are busy
planning Comberton Village Festival for Saturday 5th June and a
Celebration Picnic for the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations on
Sunday 6th June. The plan is to involve as many community groups as
possible in a day of performances, village fete activities, food vendors
and activity stations, organised for and by the various community
groups of the village. We are keen to hear from all members of the
community, who would like to be involved in the planning, interested in
having a stand or performing at the events. We are also keen to hear
from any groups or businesses who might be keen on sponsoring the
activities. Please contact: jmartin@comberton.org, if you are interested
in being involved in the festivities.

At our last meeting, the Parish Council received further feedback about
congested parking at the end of Green End by the Doctors Surgery. We
would like to encourage all those that are able to travel by foot or cycle
to do so, and with kind permission of the Farmer at Manor Farm,
opposite the Doctors surgery, we would like to suggest that those able
too, that need to travel by car, use the space across the road at manor
farm, to reduce the amount of parking directly on the road, in front of the
surgery.

Finally, as we mentioned a few months ago, we are looking to install
some further benches on the recreation ground, hopefully before the
summer festival. If you are interested in sponsoring a bench (corporate
or in memoriam), please get in contact with
clerk@combertonpc.onmicrosoft.com.

 BARTON DRAMA GROUP 

 

Some of you may have been to the wonderful past productions staged by Barton Drama Group.  

Sadly, due to the pandemic and the lack of local youthful input, it is likely Barton Drama Group 
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discussed and to raise a glass to past productions. If you would like any more details please 
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Tracy James 01223 890686  jracy.james1@gmail.com 
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Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to
1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm (midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking.

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request.

*Additional information for groups:

• Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or
fundraising events will be charged the residents evening rates.
Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-
residents evening rates.

• Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to
have child protection and vulnerable adult policies & procedures in
place.

• Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January.

More information, including hall availability, can be found at
www.combertonvillagehall.org

To make a booking contact the Lettings Secretary, Suki Williams, at
combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 07989 066993.

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

Comberton 

Residents
Non-Residents Affiliated Non-Affiliated

Local or

Non-Franchised

Non-Local or 

Franchised

Daytime £15 £25 £12.50 £22.50 £30 £35

Weekday eve. £30 £40 £12.50 £22.50 £30 £40

Weekend eve. £60 £70 £12.50 £22.50 On Application On Application

All sessions £10 £15 £10 £15 £20 £20

Session

Community Commercial

Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall

Meeting Room or Community 

Room

Meeting Room or Community 

Room

Meeting Room or Community 

Room

Groups*Residents
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COMBERTON OPERA 
At the Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

Donizetti’s 
L’Elisir d’Amore 

 

Anna Netrebko Leo Nucci 
Rolando Villazón Ildebrando D’Arcangelo 

 

Orchestra and Chorus of the Vienna State Opera 
 

Recorded in 2005 at the Vienna State Opera 
 

Wednesday 2nd March 2022 
at COMBERTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

Doors open 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start. 
 

Interval with refreshments 
Enquiries: comberton.opera@gmail.com 

 

Tickets £4 on the door 
 

Sponsored by Comberton Village Institute Trust 


