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Advertising Rates for Comberton Contact 
 

Any changes will be effective at the time of booking your advertisement 

 Size (w x h) Annual       Single edition 
Whole page 122mm x 183mm    £400.00 £44 
Three fifth page 122mm x 109mm £240.00 £27 
Two fifth page 122mm x 72mm £160.00 £18 
One fifth page 122mm x 35mm £  80.00 £  9  
 60mm x 72mm £  80.00 £  9 
One tenth page   60mm x 35mm £  50.00 £  6 

Regular dates for your diary 
 

Every Monday 9.30 11.30 Fun for 1s and 2s, Playgroup 
Every Monday  9.45  Comberton Walkers, Baptist Church 
1st, 2nd & 4th Monday    7.00  Carpet Bowls, VH 
3rd Monday evening 7.30  Comberton Wine Makers, VH 
Every Monday 8.00   9.30 Aikido, for 16+, VH 
Every Tuesday 9.30 11.30 Little Bundles (under 1s), Playgroup 
Every Tuesday  10.30 12.00 Comberton Café and Crafts, VH 
Every Tuesday eve 6.30   8.00 Keep Fit, Sports Hall at CVC 
2nd Tuesday evening   7.45 Women’s Institute, VH 
4th Tuesday evening    8.00 Comberton Antiquarian Society, VH 
Every Wednesday  10.00 11.30 Comberton Baby & Toddler Group, VH 
Every Wednesday 12.25   1.10 Lunchtime Badminton, CVC 
Every Wednesday 2.00  Comberton Bridge Club, VH 
Every Wednesday after school Tang Soo Do, Meridian School 
Every Wednesday  6.30   9.00 Tennis Club mix-in session 
Wednesday (term) 2.00   3.30 Bumps and Babes, Baptist Church 
2nd Wednesday (not Aug)   7.30 Parish Council Meeting, VH 
Every Thursday 9.30 11.30 Fun for 1s and 2s, Playgroup 
Every Thurs (term)  4.00   6.00 EDGE Community Youth Club, Baptist Church 
2nd Thursday 2.30  Friendship Club, VH 
4th Thursday afternoon   2.30 Oasis Teas (over 55s), Village Hall 
Every Thursday 4.00   6.00 Connections Bus Project, Rec. 
Every Friday 6.00   7.00 Comberton Tae Kwon Do} Meridian 
 7.00   8.00                                          } School 
2nd Friday evening 8.00  Custard Comedy at Comberton Village College 
3rd Friday evening 7.00  Bingo Party, VH  
Every Saturday 10.00 11.00 Park Tennis 
 
VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College 



Comberton Contact Team 
Editor & Designer Suki Williams 2 South Street 01223 263940 
 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 
Please supply copy by email in a plain text format. 
Treasurer/Advertising Terry Coad 38 Westlands
 01223 263264 
 treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 
 Please supply images in the .jpg format. 
Distribution Marian Dymott 26 Barrons Way 01223 263292 

September diary dates 
 

  1, evening 8.00   Beer Festival at Toft Social Club  
  2, daytime     Comberton Sports & Arts Charity Open Day 
  7, afternoon 4.00 6.00 Edge, youth club, Baptist Church Hall 
  8, evening  8.30   Quiz night at the Three Horseshoes 
  8, evening  8.30   Custard Comedy, Geoff Norcutt et all, CSA 
  9, morning 10.00   1.00 Animal Agents challenge at the Library 
12, evening 8.00   Women’s Institute: The Bobby Scheme, VH 
10, morning 10.00   Greater Cambridge 10K, Univ. Sports Centre 
16, morning 10.00   Comberton 10K, starting Baptist Church 
16, afternoon 3.00   Autumn Show, CAGA, Meridian School 
17, morning 10.30 12.00 ReFill, Comberton Baptist Church 
18, morning 9.30 12.30 Timebank Workshop, Histon 
20, evening 7.30   Comberton Cinema: Hidden Figures, VH 
23, evening 7.30   St Mary’s Church Harvest Supper, VH 
28, afternoon 2..30   Oasis Tea, VH 
24, morning 10.30   Bourn to Run,  see www.bourntorun.com 
24, daytime 9.00   Gransden Show 
29, daytime     Comberton Luncheon Club 
30, daytime     Walk for Parkinson’s, Wandlebury Country Park 
30, daytime 8.30    115th Great Gransden Show 
 
October diary dates 
 

14, afternoon 3.00  Village Voices, Comberton Baptist Church 
27 - 30      visitors from Le Vaudreuil 
 
November diary dates 
 

18, daytime   Bedford Gallery Quire workshop and concert 
   
 

VH = Village Hall, CVC = Comberton Village College, CSA = Comberton Sports & Arts 



 

 

St Mary’s 

Church 

Comberton 

Harvest Supper 

In The Village Hall 

Saturday 23 September 7:00pm 

Tickets £10:00 to include a 

two course meal +tea/coffee    

(Bring your own drinks) 

(wine glasses provided)  



From the editor: 
 

Good Folk of Comberton - Is there anyone out there who would like to 
take over as editor of Contact?  I can only commit to doing one more 
issue myself.  We currently use Microsoft Publisher (which is easy to 
learn), but if you prefer another desktop-publishing package or word-
processor, that’s fine.  It could just be the nice little voluntary job  
you’ve been looking for! Please get in touch if you are able to help - I 
am very happy to give support, (as is Terry, without whom this 
publication would have expired long ago!)  I just have too many other 
commitments at present. 
  

There has been a lot to squeeze into the current issue - and inevitably 
it has not been possible to make room for everything, notably the 
reports from our MP Heidi Allen and County Councillor Lina Joseph. 
This is partly because there was no August issue.  Please send 
entries for next month by 15 September. 
 

With fingers crossed!  Happy September everyone, 

The Village Café  
at the Village Hall 

is open every Tuesday from 

10.30 - 12 noon 

Coffee, tea and squash are 

available 

Meet up with old friends and make new 

ones - families welcome! 

We hope to see you there soon... 

Comberton Contact Team 
 

Editor & Designer  Suki Williams 2 South Street 01223 263940 
        editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 
 Please supply copy by email in a plain text format. 
 

Treasurer/Advertising Terry Coad  38 Westlands 01223 263264 
        treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 
 Please supply images in the .jpg format. 
 

Distribution Marian Dymott 26 Barrons Way 01223 263292 





COMBERTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Green End, Comberton 
www.c-b-c.org.uk  

 

Revd Keith Tarring  (01223) 264707 
 

Sundays at CBC 
10.30 - Family Worship 
20.00 - Prayer Meeting 

 

Youth Worker: Nick Slater nick@c.b.c.org.uk 
Children & Families Worker: Becky Joseph becky@c-b-c.org.uk 
Activities include Sunday morning groups, midweek bible studies, 





THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY,  
COMBERTON     

in the Lordsbridge Team Ministry 
 

www.combertonchurch.co.uk -  
Find us on Facebook: St Mary’s Church, 

Comberton 
 

Churchwardens 
Chris Westgarth, 263242, chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 

Mary Jenkins, 80 West Street, 263751, maryjenkins18@gmail.com 
 

For weddings and baptisms, please contact our administrator, Mrs Dawson: 
teamadmin@lordsbridge.org, 263870 

Clergy: please contact Revd Alison Myers on 01954 212815, 
alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org 

or Revd Corin Redsell, corinredsell@lordsbridge.org 
 

Services and Events at St Mary’s in September 
 

 Sunday   3   8.00am Holy Communion 
    9.30am Holy Communion 
 Sunday 10   9.30am Holy Communion  
 
 Sunday 17   8.00am Holy Communion 
   9.30am Harvest Celebration 
 
 Saturday  23 7.00pm Harvest Supper  
       inthe Village hall 
 
 Sunday 24   9.30 am All Age Worship  
       with Baptism 
 

For people who like to run! 
 

Greater Cambridge 10K, Saturday 10 September, 10.30 from 
University Sports Centre, see website www.livingsport.co.uk 
 

Comberton 10K, Saturday 16 September, 10.00, from Comberton 
Baptist Church, entry forms available on http://www.c-b-c.org.uk/ 
 

Bourn to Run,  10K and 3K Fun Run,  Sunday 24 September, 10.30, 
see website www.bourntorun for details 





Friends of St. Mary's Church Comberton 
 

Hopefully some of you may have seen our stall at the Church Fete on 
Bank Holiday Monday, where you could hear more about what we hope to 
achieve, look at the 3D map of Listed Buildings in Comberton and the 
work urgently needed to the Church building itself. We hope you were 
able to join our group to help in any way and also donate to our fund 
raising. We have a target to raise at least £35,000 in the next few years. 

As treasurer it is always 
better to see regular giving 
and standing orders can do 
this easily. Details are 
available on our website www.friends-of-st-marys.org.uk together 
with background information and news. 

To help us fundraise the Friends of St Marys Church have joined 
TheGivingMachine which will allow YOU to generate cash donations 
without it costing you a penny. There are over 200,000 schools & 
charities taking part in this program, with the successful causes 
raising £1,000s every year at no extra cost to their supporters!  
TheGivingMachine is a UK registered charity, whose sole aim is to 
facilitate raising money for UK charitable causes and schools. Simply 
by shopping online via TheGivingMachine at your favourite shops will 
generate a free cash donation with every single purchase. With 
stores like Amazon, Ebay, M&S, NEXT, Tesco, Sainsbury and John 
Lewis taking part with thousands more, you are bound to find what 
you want from your favourite shops at TheGivingMachine here 
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/friends-of-st-marys-

church-comberton/ 

On 18 November the Bedford Gallery Quire are back to 
run   Saturday Workshop and short concert finishing between 5-6pm. 
Please bring your strings, flutes, clarinets or other medieval 

The 2017 Gransden Show will be held  
on Saturday 30September 

 

Open to the public from 9:00am 
Adults: £10,11-18 year-olds: £5, accompanied 

children under 11: Free     
Car Parking: Free 

 





Comberton Library 
Opening Hours: 
Monday 10am - 1pm 
Wednesday 10am - 1pm, 2pm - 5pm 
Friday  2pm - 5pm 

Saturday 10am - 1pm 

More details can be found on the Library Service website at 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/libraries. 

Our children’s Summer Reading Challenge, Animal Agents, has been very popular 
and we have been delighted to see tchildren and their families coming to the library 
to tell us about the books they have been reading, and collecting stickers for their 
Animal Agents’ folder. We hope many of you have solved the mystery, or collected 
your week 6 sticker, which gave the answer! If you still need to finish the challenge, 
we have a drop-in session on Saturday 9 September from 10.30 am – 12 noon, 
when a volunteer, or member of staff will be available, to make sure that you have 
your final stickers and activity sheets. 

Just a reminder for all the fantastic children, who have completed the Summer 
Reading Challenge, and their parents/carers, we will be holding our certificate and 
medal ceremony at the library on Saturday 23 September at 11.00 am. It will be 
lovely to see you then to celebrate your achievement and to thank our wonderful 
teenage volunteers for all their help. If, however, you are not available then, do come 
along to the library during any open session after 23 September to collect your 
certificate and medal. 

Comberton Library, currently, is hosting an Explore Science collection of books. 
There are general interest Science topic books together with GCSE and A Level 
texts. Do have a look for the purple shelving unit near the public computers when you 
are next visiting the library. 

Upcoming Rhymetime sessions: 5 and 19 September, 3 and 17 October (10.30-
11.00am). Please note that although these sessions are aimed at very young 

The Catholic Church of 
Our Lady and the English Martyrs 

Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 1JR 
01223 350787 

 

The Catholic Church of Our Lady and the English Martyrs (OLEM) serves much of the 
south and west of Cambridge.   
 

Details of services for the entire parish may be found on the parish website which 
also has a weekly newssheet and other parish information.  www.olem.org.uk 





COMBERTON ALLOTMENTS & GARDENS ASSOCIATION 
 

It’s ‘Autumn Show’ time again! The 65th Comberton Show is at 
3pm on Saturday 16 September in the Meridian Primary School. 
 

Cookery: Entries were a little low in 2016, so you could enter your culinary creations 
with a good chance to win the ‘Evelyn Watts Trophy’; there are 18 classes to choose 
from in ‘Cookery and Preserves’. 
 

The Men only cake class for the ‘Gerry Hall Tankard’ is eagerly contested and this 
year the men have a ‘Chocolate Beer Cake’ to create from a set recipe and I’m still 
trying to get my name on that trophy! 
 

The Children have 3 cookery classes ‘Coconut Ice; ‘Decorated Rich Tea biscuits 
with a Flower theme’ and ‘Shortbread Biscuits’. The ‘Storey Cup’ is awarded to the 
Junior with the most points. 
 

Handicraft: 14 classes for adults and 12 for children covering a full range of skills; so 
time to finish that drawing, crafting or needlework item and get the youngsters creating! 
 

Photography: subjects are ‘A Sign’; ‘Streams & Rivers’ and ‘An Architectural Feature’; 
and for the children ‘Shapes – Circles, Squares, Triangles, etc.’; there’s lots of room 
for interpretation of the subject, so have you taken a picture that fits those subjects if 
not still time to get out there with the camera! 
 

Paintings: Don’t forget that the Childrens’ paintings entered through the Meridian 
School and the Playgroup will be on display in the Main Hall. 
 

Vegetables, Fruit and Flowers: another challenging growing season with that hot 
and dry June followed by seemingly endless rain in July and early August, but it is the 
same for everybody, you might not think your produce is of a high standard but enter 
it in the show, it may win a prize! 
 

Again this year we are restricting entries for the‘Harry Sewell Trophy’, in an otherwise 
open show, but we have extended the eligibility to Residents of Comberton or holders 
of an Allotment in Comberton; this is a display of 3 different vegetables from a very long 
list: there were only 3 entries last year so come forward and create some real competition. 
 

Entries will still be accepted on the Saturday morning but it will help us greatly and 
you will ‘avoid the queues’ if you can get forms through my door by Friday evening. 
Every house in Comberton should have received a Show Brochure (if not pick one 
up at Budgens or Cruickshank), please look through it and plan your entries, there is 
a class for everyone!  Whether or not you enter, come along to the show and ‘be 
inspired’. 
 

Autumn Outing 
Unfortunately we will not be running an outing this Autumn; last year’s outing to the 
National Memorial Aboretum was not well supported, although thoroughly enjoyed by 
those who went.  We need to reconsider timing and suitable destinations for future 
outings; we try to keep the price reasonable but do need to cover our costs. 
Suggestions for destinations are always welcomed. 
 

Robin Worship – CAGA Secretary (robin.worship7@gmail.com) 





 

Comberton Friendship Club 

At our13 July meeting our speaker was Pat Ide from "The Medical 
Detection Dogs Charity", a charity dedicated to training dogs in 
the detection and recognition of human disease by odour. The 
dogs prevent medical emergencies, save human lives and 
improve quality of life. The  charity was started in 2008 by Dr. 
Claire Guest.  Many thanks to the committee for a very enjoyable 
afternoon. 

Our outing on 21 July was a great success. We went to Welney 
Bird Reserve then onto The Jenny Arms in Denver for lunch.        
At the end of the meeting we congratulated Margaret Braddick on 
her 90th  birthday.  Sue our chair lady presented her with a 
beautiful plant plus card from the club. 

On 10 August the club held its Summer Lunch, totally run by the 
committee, who supplied a wonderful variety of food and drink. A 
raffle was held, with many prizes donated by members. 

Next meeting: 2.30pm September 14, which will be our Harvest 

Free Timebanking Workshop 
The CHS Group are running a free informal 
workshop for anyone interested in starting a 
Timebank. It will be held on 18 September from 
9.30 to 12.30pm at the CHS head office in 
Endurance House, Histon. 

CHS run two of the County’s Timebanks and have run similar sessions 
previously, they are interactive sessions led by an experienced 
Timebank Coordinator and will be a great opportunity to ask questions, 
raise any issues or concerns, and discuss ideas. 

The session will cover: 
• How Timebanks work 
• The benefits of Timebanking 
• First steps to set up your own Timebank 
• FAQ – Costs, safeguarding, insurance, challenges etc 

If you have attended any of our previous Timebanking workshops and 
would like to explore your next steps, please do feel free to join us. 
To attend, please contact: Gerry.cano@chsgroup.org.uk 01223 713549 



The Comberton 10k 
 

 

 

Saturday 16 September 2017, 10.00am 

Starting and ending at Comberton Baptist Church, Green End, Comberton 
 

Walk, Run or Bike, £10 Entry (£5 under 11s) 
 

All entry proceeds to charities supported by this church 

Participants are welcome to raise additional sponsorship for charities of their choice 

Entrance forms and more details from Syliva Divall at Comberton Baptist Church 



PARISH COUNCIL REPORT from the Clerk 

The Parish Council met on 12 July 2017. 

Bennell Farm outline planning application reference S/1812/17/OL 

The meeting was well attended by 21 residents as well as David Thompson, 
SCDC Planning Officer, and Nicola Parsons and Greg Shaw of Pegasus, the 
applicant’s agents. 

David Thompson outlined the background to the planning application. 
Another application for up to 90 dwellings, plus a sports pavilion, sports pitch 
and car parking, had already been approved by the District Council and was 
considered an extant development, and subject to reserved matters the 
applicant could start development straight away. This application had come 
about in response to Toft Parish Council and Comberton Parish Council 
indicating that neither of them wanted to take on the pavilion and sports pitch 
in that location, and both had agreed that money in lieu of the on-site 
provision should come to Comberton Parish Council for off-site provision, 
that is, for an updated pavilion and Recreation Ground in Comberton. 

Residents were given an opportunity to explain any concerns that they had 
about this new development and there was an opportunity for residents to 
ask questions. 

Concerns in brief included: development in the Green Belt; the density of 
houses which is not in keeping with the surrounding area; drainage; 
pedestrian safety including that of children; highway issues; and the size of 
the Public Open Space shown on the land, which had decreased. There 
were also concerns about the lack of information this application gave on the 
mix of houses, the size of the houses and the height of the houses. 

One lady spoke in support of the development which she felt would bring 
much-needed affordable homes to the village for those that have had to 
move out of Comberton due to lack of housing. Another resident felt that a 
development of 60 houses rather than the 90 proposed would be more 
appropriate on the site. 

The meeting was closed for short while to the public because the Parish 
Council was to discuss legal matters with Mr Thompson who was invited to 
remain. Regrettably the Parish Council was unable to exclude the applicant’s 
agents without closing the meeting to the whole of the public. 

When the meeting was open to the public, the Chairman explained to those 
present that the Parish Council had decided to object to the planning 
application for up to 90 houses on the same grounds that it had done before. 
These included, but were not limited to: development in the Green Belt, 
drainage, transport and traffic issues including speeding and the safety of 
children; however, if the officer was minded to approve the application, the 





Parish Council contact details 

Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Comberton Parish Council, 30 West Drive, 
Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY 

Email: parishclerk@comberton.org.uk Tel: 01954 210241 

The Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday in the 
month (except August) at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. If an extra-
ordinary meeting is needed this will be advertised on the notice 
board in South Street. The Planning Committee meets once or twice 
a month depending on applications received and its meetings are 
also advertised on the notice board. 

All parishioners are invited to attend the meeting and the first ten 
minutes or so are open to residents to ask questions or make 
comments and observations on Comberton matters or on items on 
the agenda. If the matter is on the agenda or has already been 
under discussion a response may be given at the meeting otherwise 
the matter might be tabled for fuller discussion at the next or a 

Cont/. 

It was delegated to the Clerk and the Parish Council’s Recreation Ground 
Working Group to submit the plans and the costings that it has drawn up for 
off-site recreational provision, ie on converting the Recreation Ground, 
including an upgrade to the current Comberton pavilion. 

Pavilion 

The council is to arrange to have the shower rooms in the pavilion cleaned 
and repainted and the vents in the shower room also cleaned out or 
replaced. 

Dogs on the Recreation Ground 

The Parish Council would like to remind all users of the Recreation Ground 
that there are bye laws which govern how the Recreation Ground may be 
used. Dogs must be kept under control and any dog fouling must be picked 
up by the owner of the dog immediately. The Council intends to contact the 
District Council to ask them to assist the Parish Council with this matter. 

Vacancies on the Parish Council 

There are still two vacancies on Comberton Parish Council. Whilst the next 
elections are in May 2018, if anyone would like to apply to fill the vacancies, 
please contact the Clerk for an application form. 

Highways issues 

If you see a problem with a street light, a pot hole or another highway 



Comberton Twinning Association 

Could you help the village by hosting a French family for a couple of 
days in October? 

The Twinning Association was conceived in 1999 on the initiative of 
Malcolm Wright, its first chairman. Le Vaudreuil, a village near 
Rouen, seemed especially suitable as a ‘twin’ as it is about the same 
size as Comberton, not too far away for weekend visits, and near the 
historic university city of Rouen. It is also within easy reach of 
interesting places such as the Normandy beaches, Monet’s garden at 
Giverny, the beautiful seaside town of Honfleur, the cliffs by the River 
Seine.  It has water sports facilities and wildlife areas nearby. 

A group of friends from Comberton had a discrete look around Le 
Vaudreuil and reported positively. A formal twinning agreement was 
then established (now on display in Comberton Village Hall) and 
there have been annual visits both ways, by groups and individuals, 
ever since. The Association has fostered many lasting friendships, 
irrespective of proficiency in French – some members speak little or 
no French, while a few are fairly fluent. Arising from the twinning is 
the Chemin de Comberton, a beautiful path by the river there, planted 
with spring bulbs by locals and visitors during an annual trip.  

Our next trip to France is scheduled for 8-10 June 2018, coinciding 
with the celebration of the 1,000th anniversary of the church in         
Le Vaudreuil (archers from the area fought at the Battle of Hastings). 

More imminently, a party from Le Vaudreuil and neighbouring villages 
will be visiting Comberton on Friday 27 October, returning home on 
Sunday 29th. The Twinning Association organises hosting locally, 
with families in and around Comberton. There will be an evening 
meal and ceilidh on the Saturday night. The convention is for hosts to 
entertain their guests over the weekend and French hosts do the 
same when Combertonians visit Le Vaudreuil. 

It is likely that more French people would like to come in October than 
it’s currently possible for us to accommodate. It would be a pity to 
limit numbers and therefore, if you think it might be fun to host a 
French family, please get in touch with either Chairman Paul Hardy 
(263232, info@combertontwinning.org.uk) or Secretary Glynis Ellis 
(262214, glynisellis@talk21.com). For further details see also      
http://combertontwinning.org.uk. Hosting need not be costly: the 
website has suggestions for free or low-cost activities that have 



COMBERTON : RAMBLERS CLUB 
 

The Comberton Ramblers Club walk on 
alternate Sundays.  All walks start at 10.15 
a.m. and are from 4 - 7 miles, usually 
ending near a public house. 
 

We are a friendly / informative group and 
enjoy exploring the varied countryside in 
this area.  New walkers are welcome to 
join us with up to 2 free walks, and if you 
enjoy our walks we request that you 
become a member. 

 

For further details on how to join our sociable rambling group please 
contact Stella - The Secretary. 
Email: stella.ramblers@hotmail.com, Tel: 01954 210049 
www.combertonramblers.org.uk 





From September 2017, CSA will be having a 

relaunch of the gym. 

We are getting new equipment from Pulse Fitness. The equipment will 
include a stair master, spin 
bikes, functional fitness 
equipment, and much more. 

Furthermore, we are also 
relaunching our fitness class 
timetable. 

We will have a Charity 

Open Day on 2 

September to relaunch all of 

the above, so we hope you 

Parish Council contact details   

Jill Feldman 133 Green End  

Hywel Griffiths (Chairman) 18 Barrons Way 263390 

Andrew Hollick 73 Swaynes Lane 263089 

Janet McCabe 3 Westcroft 263387 

Simon Moffat 86 Swaynes Lane  

Vacant  

Tim Scott Moat House, 65 Green End 263434 

Lynn Tatnell 89 Barons Way 263460 

Nick Taylor (Vice-Chairman) 41 West Street 263419 

Mike Tebbit 
Foxes Bridge Farm, Royston 
Lane 

264649 

Caragh Urquhart 
The Three Horseshoes, South 
Street 

262252 

Chris Westgarth 85 Barton Road 263242 



Bridge the Gap –                                                                             
raising funds for Arthur Rank 

and Romsey Mill 
On Sunday 10 September you are 
invited to take part in a picturesque walk 
around the beautiful Cambridge colleges and 
their stunning gardens. 

Bridge the Gap 2017 is a fantastic family 
day out or an opportunity for friends or work colleagues to get an 
insight of our impressive city.  The walk is wheelchair and pushchair 
friendly, bringing together people of all ages and abilities. 

Tickets are £18 per adult in advance, £20 on the day. Up to four 
children go free with each paying adult. 

The Society of Cambridge Tourist Guides will also be on hand to talk 
about the history of the colleges and grounds. 

At the end of the walk a lively atmosphere in the tea tent will welcome 
you back to the start and finish point at Parker's Piece. Enjoy a slice 
of cake, an ice-cream and watch on as other participants finish.  

Please join us for this special day out and help us reach our fundraising 
goal of £50,000 in support of the Arthur Rank Hospice Charity and the 
wonderful children and young people’s charity Romsey Mill, two 
valuable charities working within our local community. 

This is a unique opportunity to see some of the fantastic Cambridge 
colleges and we’d love for you to join us. 

Please call 01223 566492 or email Georgina.forbes@romseymill.org 

THE VILLAGE HALL SUPPER 2017 

The Village Hall trustees entertained 70 guests at the annual supper on Friday 
28 July. Judging by the compliments everyone enjoyed themselves, some 
going as far to say ‘best ever”. Three members of the ‘Dickie de Vere & the 
Dorchester Mavericks’ entertained us to some toe-tapping ‘Trad jazz’ of the 
’30s and ’40s, with many of the guests singing along. 

Thank you to the Trustees, the helpers and the musicians who help make the 
evening a great success. Hectic but fun! 

To our guests, thank you for coming, see you again next year. If you did not 
come this year but would like to come in 2018, look out for the notice in the 



New autism service for young people being 
introduced locally 
 

A autism spectrum disorder service for young people is starting this 

autumn thanks to lobbying by Pinpoint, our Healthwatch and the 

National Autistic Society.  

Run by Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust, an 

assessment and intervention service will be provided for 12-18 year 

old young people.  

Dr Venkat Reddy, Clinical Director of CPFT’s Children, Young People 

and Families Directorate, said: “We know there has been a gap for 

young people after the age of 11, and we think this will be a very 

valuable step forward for young people and their families.” 

CPFT has also confirmed a new CAMH 17 service for young people 

between child and adult services. Adult mental health services 

officially start at 17, but as part of improvements to increase the 

support available, some young people will be able to continue with 

children’s services until they are 18. 

The Trust is recruiting new staff to help support young people moving 

from children’s mental health services to adult mental health services. 

Decisions on who moves to adult services will be made in 

collaborations with families. 

We have frequently raised issued with the trust and local 

commissioners about young people's poor experiences of moving 

from children to adults’ services. Some would move from one waiting 

list to the next and wait longer for treatment. This new service should 





Comberton Lunch Club dates 

  29 September             For further information 

  27 October    contact Frances on 01223 264230  

Shed Security       Police advice 

Many people underestimate the value of the items they store in their sheds. 
Unfortunately criminals are fully aware of the value of the goods that some people do 
store in vulnerable places. The following advice can help to keep your property 

secure and reduce the chance of you becoming a victim of crime. 

Whilst a shed is not designed to withstand any form of determined attack, there are 
some simple measures you can take to make them more secure. Position your 
garden shed as near to your house as possible so that it is clearly visible from your 

home. 

Consider painting your house number and postcode onto your valuable gardening 
equipment (e.g. lawnmower, strimmer and tools). This makes them much less 
attractive to potential thieves as it makes them more difficult to sell on, and also 
increases the chances of the property being recovered and returned to its rightful 

owner if it is stolen. 

Avoid storing valuable items such as power tools, fishing tackle or golf clubs in a 

shed. These items should be stored inside your home or a secure garage. 

If you have been working in your garden ensure that you lock away tools such as 
spades or forks when you’re finished. Tools left out overnight could be used by an 

intruder to gain access to your property. 

If you don’t intend to use the windows in your shed you can make them secure by 
screwing them shut or fitting window locks. Hanging old curtain or netting up against 

the window will prevent any prying eyes from seeing what is stored in your shed. 

Locks and Bolts 

The most effective way to secure shed doors is to fit a strong hasp and staple (also 
called a ‘padbar’). Secure this with coach bolts (long bolts with a smooth head that 
cannot be undone with a screwdriver or spanner) and lock the hasp over the staple 

with a closed shackled padlock. 

You can further protect your shed with items such as ‘shed bars’ and larger items 
such as cycles can be secured to shed shackles. These and other approved products 

can be found at www.soldsecure.comor www.securedbydesign.com. 

Secure the shed door hinges with ‘clutch head’ or ‘coffin’ screws. These are a special 
type of screw that once fitted can only be unscrewed with a special tool. They can be 

purchased from DIY outlets and on the internet 





Royston Rotary Club Swimathon - Sunday 

15th October 

This event takes at  Royston Leisure Centre, Woodcock 

Road, Royston, SG8 7XT, between 6.00pm and 10.00pm 

If you would like to be part of a team swimming to raise money for our 

Home-Start scheme please ring the office on 01763 262262. 

All ages are welcome - all you need to do is get sponsorship and then 
on the night swim in relay for 55 minutes with the team.  6 people are 
needed for a team, but if you can't make a team, let us know and you 

Become a Friend of Home-Start Royston                      

and South Cambridgeshire (HSRSC) 
There is no charge to becoming a Friend of HSRSC 
and as a Friend you will receive regular updates of all 
our future events and activities. 

As and when you are available, we would also 
encourage you to get involved and support our 
fundraising team in a variety of different ways e.g. 
from volunteering your time at events, to helping to 

promote our work, to baking cakes or collecting donations on our behalf. 

If you would like more information on how to support our charity and 
how to get more involved, please send us an email with your contact 
details to: admin@hsrsc.org.uk 

In the meantime, we would like to invite you to look at our web site 

Quiz NightQuiz NightQuiz NightQuiz Night 

Saturday 7th October, at 7.00pm for 7.30pm 

at Meldreth Village Hall, High St, Meldreth SG8 6LX 

We welcome teams of 6 – please give your team a name!  If  you can’t 
make a full team  just let us know and we will include you in one! 

Please reserve tickets by Thursday 5th October: 

£12.50 per person, to include your ploughman’s supper 

Tickets available from: Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire, 

Unit 6, Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts, SG8 6JP 





District Councillor’s Report 

A little while ago a certain farming District Councillor was praying for 
rain: well, Timothy Scott, be careful just what you wish for!  It seems 
as if for the last half of July and August it's rained every day!  May be 
there is some truth in the country folk lore relating to St Swithin’s Day, 
namely that if it rains on 15 July it will rain for the following 40 days! 

Village matters - a second planning application relating to Bennell 
Farm is awaiting a decision at SCDC. This is a variation on the first 
one without any sports provision on site, but with the money that 
would have been spent on constructing pitch, pavilion and parking 
being provided for similar off-site use.  This element is largely in line 
with requests from local bodies after the initial planning application 
was given approval. If this revised planning application is approved it 
would mean the area where the sports pitches would have been 
would become 'white land' and would no longer have Green Belt 
protection from further development.  The situation is not ideal and 
one I have always voted against, but my predecessor and a small 
percentage of residents wanted it and this is where we are 5 years on. 

Parking - Residents have contacted me regarding parking along 
Hillfield Road.  I can only pass on the message of being considerate 
where you park.  In this case the Council could not cut all of the grass 
because of random car parking resulting in the area looking unkempt. 
The same can be said for parking in Green End around the 
Doctor's.  Residents have asked for consideration in not partially 
blocking driveways.  If space permits, feel free to park in my farmyard. 

Other things - I have mentioned before that I sat on a Task and 
Finishing Group looking at social Isolation in our villages, and a report 
on this select committees findings is imminent. 

I am sitting on a similar select committee looking at improving rural 
employment and, again, in time a report will be issued on findings. 

I was both flattered and proud to be given the title of Environmental 
Champion for SCDC, so let's hope we can maintain a true rural feel to 
our District and allow planning to be on our terms and not those of the 
Property Developers. 

Cambridge Water (as was) would still like to develop their site at the 
very top of Long Road as their Headquarters.  The fact it's high quality 
Green Belt seems to have passed them by! 

The decision on the A428 Park and Ride and associated Bus Route is 



 Call Stuar t Tunsta ll for
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Comberton United Football Club  
 

Comberton United Football Club start the season in the Premier League 
of Cambridgeshire FA the highest pinnacle of village football after two very 
successful seasons in which they got back to back promotions and won 3 
cups along the way.  It was a tremendous achievement earned by 
wonderful team spirit, lots of good mainly local lads and a great 
management team of Andy Marsh and Kenny Isbister. We also started a 
reserve side in division 4A which achieved promotion to 3A in their first 
season. It would be great to see lots of people coming to watch the 
matches at the recreation ground on a Saturday afternoon. Anybody 
wishing to get involved on the sponsorship side would be welcome. 
 

For more information please 
contact  marshandy9@aol.com or johnnyf2010@live.co.uk. 
The fixtures for September are  
First team         at home on   2, 9 and 23 
 and the Reserve team are    at home on 16 and 30. 

Comberton WI September 2017 
 

Comberton WI has not had an entry for some time owing to some 
errors. However we have been as busy as ever with various 
activities and excellent speakers. In June we had a craft evening at 
which every member made a bead bracelet. It was fascinating to 
see the variety of styles created by members using some very 
attractive glass beads. July’s speaker was superb as she acted out 
the story of a relative who had been recruited as a radio operator for 
the SOE [Special Operations Executive] in World War Two. She 
worked with the French resistance and was captured in France and 
executed at Ravensbruck concentration camp. Members were 
visibly moved by this story which was so well told. 
 

The garden club had a really lively meeting in July where members 
made some delightful flower arrangements. 
 

In August we met at Coton garden centre for afternoon tea and 
cakes which were enjoyed by all who attended. 
 

We look forward to our next meeting on 12 September 12 at which 
members will learn about the Bobby Scheme.  We would love to 





Let’s get this party started! - To help 

breast cancer patients! 

The annual Addenbrooke’s Breast Cancer Appeal, 
organised by Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust (ACT), 
asks people to host a party for family, friends, work 
colleagues or fellow students this October to help raise 
money to transform care for patients. Party 
suggestions include getting together for tea and cake, 
a prosecco party, office party or even a summer 
‘BooBieQ’.  

To get involved and find out more, 
visit www.act4addenbrookes.org.uk/ABCappeal, 
emailfundraising@act4addenbrookes.org.uk or call 

Former breast 

cancer patient 

Ruth New is 

fronting the 

campaign – 

pictured with 

her son William  

Update on the A14 Community Fund 

The A14 Community Fund was launched a year ago and has had some 
great entries.It supports projects that reflect the changes the scheme will 
bring to the area, with up to £10,000 of funding.  So far, funding has been 
confirmed for 11 different projects, including: 

The Countryside Restoration Trust : £9005, to support water voles. 

The Offords Recreation Hut (Offord Village Hall) : £2,160, to provide a 
secure bicycle parking facility for village hall users. 

Histon & Impington Community Orchard Project : £1,752, to complete 
and maintain the orchard by providing some tools and an information sign. 

Groundwork East : £10,000 to improve confidence and skills in people 
furthest from employment, by growing wildflower plugs for use on the borrow 
pit nature reserves created by the A14. 

Alconbury C of E Primary School : £5,000, for an artist to work with the 
community to update 5 murals in the school hall. 

Cambridge Science Centre : £9,780, to create a new cross-disciplinary 
workshop tying in the environment and engineering, using the A14 as a case 
study. 

Great Paxton Parish Council : £3,000, to conduct a feasibility study into 
options to provide a safe alternative to the hazardous B1043 for cyclists. 

Gerard Smith, Head of Legacy, said: ‘This scheme will bring positive change 
to this area and it’s great to be able to encourage and support projects that 
build on that to improve life in local communities.’ 

For more information about the A14 Community Fund, visit their website. 





Could you spare an hour a month to change 

someone’s life for the better? 
Form the Future’s successful mentoring programme for young 
people (aged 14 to 17) is expanding: they need more mentors to help 
students fulfil their potential. Nearly 100 students from eight 
Cambridge and Ely schools, and local village colleges were supported 
by a volunteer mentor from the business community. From 
September, the number of students will double and 100 new mentors 
from different professions are needed to support all areas of interest. 

Alan Robinson, from the MRC Mitochondrial Biology Unit, found time 
to mentor and recommends the scheme: “I will definitely be a mentor 
again (next year). To see the positive impact it can have for a 
relatively minor input is absolutely fantastic. I’ve seen my mentee 
develop in ways that I had not expected” 

A mentee from Sawston Village College said, “I’ve got someone I can 
rely on now. To be able to meet someone like this at an early age is 
such a good feeling….she has helped me improve my grades and to 
think about my behaviour.” 

How does it work? 

Mentors and Mentees are matched based on shared interests and job 
aspirations. Many of the students are eligible for free school meals, 
most are at risk of disengaging from education and not achieving their 
full potential, and some simply lack direction or have a career goal, 
but no plan for reaching it. Mentors often provide the vital  one-to-one 
support that helps students find a new sense of purpose, motivation 
and direction. 

No previous experience is necessary: just a desire to make a 
difference.  It takes up to one hour a month and training is provided.  

Mentors come from all types of background and receive 5 hours of 
training from a professional development agency. Form the Future 
arrange the matching, the safeguarding issues and the logistics of the 
meetings (which always happen in school). You will be required to 
listen a great deal and empathise- providing words of challenge and 
support once you have built up a relationship of trust. 

Form the Future CIC is a social enterprise which changes the way 
students learn about and prepare for the world of work. As well as the 
mentoring, they deliver two major programmes in Cambs: the skills 
service for the Greater Cambridge Partnership, and Cambridge 
LaunchPad, a technology outreach programme led by leading STEM 
employers. Other services for schools and businesses are : 









THE CHALLENGE: THE CHALLENGE: THE CHALLENGE: THE CHALLENGE: JULY RESULTS 
 

THE HIDDEN FLOWERS WERE:- 
 GARDENIA. PETUNIA. SALVIA. POPPY. CROCUS 
 IRIS. ZINNIA. DAISY .PEONY. PANSY. LUPIN. 
♦ Winner number 1 : Claire Barrett, Hillfield Road 
♦ Winner number 2: Sylvia Duvall, South Street 
An explanation . . . It is unusual to say the least to have two winners in a single 
month. The reason is that having collected all entries submitted on or before 14 July, , 
subsequently drawing/notifying the winner and the Editor I noticed that over the 
following few days new entries were arriving. I realised then that because there was 
not to be an August Contact/puzzle everyone was given an extra 30 days (ie to the 
14 August) to submit entries. To make it fair to all those “late” entries a separate draw 
took place, establishing a second winner. The prize of £10 is the usual letter/voucher 
redeemable in Budgens but in this one, unique occasion very generously sponsored 
by Contact.                                                                           LR, Compiler 

WALK FOR PARKINSON’S 

Wandlebury Country Park 
Saturday 30 September 

WALK WITH US 
 

Join us for a 1.5 or 4.5 mile walk around the beautiful grounds of Wandlebury 
Country Park, Cambridfde city’s original park, situated on top of the Magog hills 
with views as far as Ely. Both walks take scenic routes through the tranquil park, 
crossing mature woodland and wildflower meadows grazed by highland cattle.   
The majority of the walk is on footpaths or well trodden routes, although a few 
sections may not be ideal for wheelchair/pushchair users. Dogs on leads are 
welcome.  
More info: Entry is £10 for adults and £5 for under 16s. On the day registration is 
also available at £15 for adults and £7.50 for under 16s (cash only). 
Before the walk we’ll send you a free Parkinson’s UK T-shirt, walk number and 
fundraising pack. On the day we’ll be there to cheer you on and award you a 
medal! 
RAISE VITAL FUNDS! There’s no minimum sponsorship required to take part, but 
we suggest that all walkers aim to raise at least  £50. 
Thank you for your vital support. Every step will take us closer to a cure. 
Register online now at parkinsons.org.uk/walkwandleburyor get in 

touch for more information 020 7963 3912 

fundraising@parkinsons.org.uk #WalkforParkinsons 

  

Parkinson’s UK is the operating name of the Parkinson’s Disease Society of the United Kingdom 
A registered charity in England and Wales (258197) and in Scotland (SC037554) 



THE CHALLENGE THE CHALLENGE THE CHALLENGE THE CHALLENGE     

SPONSORED BY BUDGENS OF COMBERTON 
 

Weird looking combinations……… 
Looked at in isolation some letter combinations appear rather unusual to say the 
least. The three letter sequence of YZY is a good example although the word in 
which the sequence s contained SYZYGY is a little unusual itself. All you have to do 
is to find words in which the following groupings appear. 
 STHM STR  

 LDF LVO  

 OSSU YLL  

 EWO LLP  

 YDR EUE  

 GST GOY  

 BYS LTZ  

 RRH OXI  

 PPR AZZA  

Entries please to Budgens, Library or Green End Surgery no later than 15 September. 
The prize of £10 generously donated by  Budgens is to be spent in store. 
Name........................................................................................................................... 

MORE Volunteers wanted for: 

“COMBERTON COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH” 

This scheme allows volunteers to get actively involved in monitoring the speed of 
vehicles through our village and neighbourhood by the use of electronic speed 
displays. The registered owner of any vehicle seen exceeding the speed limit is 
then sent an official letter advising and educating them on the law and the dangers 
of speeding, and that it is unacceptable to the local community. 

A Speedwatch team consists of 3 volunteers, and we are out monitoring traffic as 
often as possible, but we desperately need more volunteers to make up more 
active teams. Thanks to the Parish Council we own our equipment, so can monitor 
traffic at any time of the day. 

All that is required is an approximately one hour training session at Cambourne 
Police station, and then to join in and make a difference. 

If you live near a spot where motorists are regularly speeding, or if you just feel 
strongly about speeding motorists and would like more information, then please get 
in touch with me. 

Roger Musto, Comberton Speedwatch Coordinator. 
233 Barton Road   csw.comberton@gmail.com 
01223 264086                      07941 061077 


